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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Criterion Hotel

Street Address "CRITERION HOTEL", 560 Hay Street, PERTH WA 6000
"ZENITH CITY CENTRO", Lot 1-137/101 Murray Street, PERTH WA
6000

Location Description

Other Names Regatta Hotel

Historical Street Address 101 Murray Street PERTH WA 6000; 560 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 1989

COP Property Key 192188

Property Titles Lot 1-137 SP 55731

PLACE DETAILS

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 17/05/1993

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
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State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2006 TRIM ID P1709469 Original (Extract);
TRIM ID 81507/09 Draft;
TRIM ID 61682 Original (to be found)

Original Construction Year 1937 (1937 - 1937)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Symmetrical facade with emphatic geometrical forms. Refer to Conservation Plan COP Heritage Places
1.50/560.

Walls 1 Material Render - Smooth
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect Forbes & Partners; HA Doust; J J Talbot Hobbs
Builder Forbes & Partners; HA Doust; J J Talbot Hobbs

Other Associations

HISTORY

This hotel replaced the two storey 1878 John Bull Inn which in turn replaced an earlier hotel from 1848 called
the John Bull Tavern. At this time John Chipper was the licensee and then owner. In 1885 the John Bull Inn’s
name was changed to the Criterion Hotel. This hotel was one of the earliest in Perth to have electric light which
occurred in 1892. When the 1937 hotel was built it had over 100 rooms as well as public rooms and bars. It was
a modern hotel with all the conveniences of the time. The hotel was built for the Swan Brewery Company who
held the lease to the hotel on the site since 1892. It was designed by architects Hobbs, Forbes and Partners as
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J. J. Talbot Hobbs had previously designed the Swan Brewery Company’s Brewery and Malthouse. Boans
provided all the furniture, carpet, curtains, cutlery and crockery for the fit out. During the 1980s the hotel was
renamed the Regatta Hotel Complex. The hotel was renamed The Criterion in 1996 when it was reopened after
refurbishment.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating and drinking

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has aesthetic significance in the range of original Art Deco details throughout its exterior and interior
design.

Few other buildings in central Perth possess such an extensive range and quality of Art Deco detalils.

The building makes a strong contribution to the streetscape of Hay Street, while its style is a reflection of post-
Depression development in the city.

The place has historic significance in its continuous use as a licensed public house since 1848.

The place has historic significance as the only remaining central city hotel designed in the Art Deco style.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historic significance in its continuous use as a licensed public house since 1848.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place has historic significance as the only remaining central city hotel designed in the Art Deco style.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance in the range of original Art Deco details throughout its exterior and interior
design. Few other buildings in central Perth possess such an extensive range and quality of Art Deco details.
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The building makes a strong contribution to the streetscape of Hay Street, while its style is a reflection of post-
Depression development in the city.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the facade is intact above ground floor level
and modifications have been made internally.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1.50/560;

L. Gray and |. Hockins Criterion Hotel Perth Heritage Assessment and Conservation Plan Prepared for Ron Jee
and Associates;

HCWA Assessment

Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001)

Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Criterion Hotel, 1998 and Criterion Hotel, Perth
Conservation Management Plan Review, 2007, Laura Grey and Irene Sauman

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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