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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Perth City Library

Street Address 565-579 Hay Street, PERTH WA 6000, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description Lot 221 DP 71444

Other Names

Historical Street Address 565-579 Hay Street; 573 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot B2

Place ID 27024

COP Property Key 175164

Property Titles Lot 221 DP 71444

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan
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Original Construction Year 2016 (2016 - 2016)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Educational
Original - Specific Use Library
Present - General Use Educational
Present - Specific Use Library
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- )
Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

A building of a circular design with seven floors, glass facades, and stone-clad columns.

Walls 1 Material

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material

Architect Kerry Hill

Builder Doric Contractors

Other Associations

HISTORY

Until the 1880s the Perth town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and
small businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the
1890s put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that most residential uses were displaced in
favour of commercial development. During the 1890s and early 1900s the centre of Perth was substantially
rebuilt. The period of expansion in Perth coincided with a period of economic depression in the eastern states,
in particular Victoria. As a result, there was substantial migration from Victoria to WA. This migration included
businessmen, architects and builders, all of whom had a considerable influence on the development of the city.
Hay Street was established, along with St. Georges Terrace and Murray Street, as one of the main streets of
Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829. It remained a major commercial street throughout the twentieth
century and for most of that time was characterised by traffic, including trams. The character of the street
changed after the section between William and Barrack Streets became a mall in the 1970s.The library as an
institution has a long and illustrious social history focusing on education for the community. Its forerunners
include the Swan River Mechanics Institute (1851), later the Perth Literary Institute (1909), and the City of Perth
Library from 1957. The latter has been located at Council House (1963-1995), and then in the basement of the
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Law Chambers on Hay Street (built 1969) which was demolished to make way for this new building. The library
functions were temporarily located in 140 William Street from 2012-2015 while the new building was
constructed. The City of Perth Library was opened in March 2016 and is already an architectural icon and
landmark building in the City. It is a highlight in Perth of the career of prominent architect Kerry Hill and has won
at least four architectural awards, including joint winner of the WA Architecture Awards’ George Temple Poole
Award in April 2016, and received four design commendations, including an honourable mention in the 2016
Singapore Architects Awards. The library was built by Doric Contractors, and has a circular design with seven
floors, glass facades, and stone-clad columns.

In line with contemporary library practice, the City of Perth Library is a core part of the evolution of the Perth
community, presenting a wide range of activities and resources for the community.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Settlement & Mobility - 108 Government Policy

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities

4. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.20 Informing Australians

. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries & institutes for self-education

. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement

. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences
. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has aesthetic significance as an innovative, and architectural award-winning building.

It has historical associations with the literary and library functions of the City of Perth since 1851 and social
value for the continued provision of library services to the community.

The building became a landmark as soon as it was built.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

W ®WmOmO~NO A |

It has historical associations with the literary and library functions of the City of Perth since 1851. The building
became a landmark as soon as it was built.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance as an innovative, and architectural award-winning building.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has social value for the continued provision of library services to the community.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Excellent

Building Fabric Authenticity High.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (Cons 4156/ State Records Office of WA);
https://www.australiandesignreview.com/news/kerry-hill-to-design-new-perth-library-and-plaza/.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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