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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Town Hall 

Street Address "TOWN HALL", 601-609 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Perth Town Lot B17 being the whole of the land comprised in 
Certificate of Title Volume 273 Folio 160 

Other Names HMAS Perth Memorial 

Historical Street Address 601-609 Hay Street PERTH WA 6000; 599-609 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot Perth Town Lot B17 being the whole of the land comprised in 
Certificate of Title Volume 273 Folio 16 

Place ID 1953 

COP Property Key 177083 

Property Titles Lot B17 DP 223006 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/04/1996 TRIM ID P1706818 Draft;  
01/04/1996 TRIM ID P1710969 Draft Vol 1;  
01/06/1996 TRIM ID P1701660-01 Final Draft Copy 1; 
01/06/1996 TRIM ID P1701660-02 Final Draft Copy 2; 
01/06/1996 TRIM ID P1701660-03 Final Draft Copy 3; 
01/01/1997 TRIM ID P1710972 Original;  
01/02/2011 TRIM ID P1601000-01 Copy 1;  
01/02/2011 TRIM ID P1601000-02 Copy 2;  
01/02/2011 TRIM ID P1601000-03 Copy 3; 
01/02/2011 TRIM ID P1710818 Copy 4; 
Campbell, R. McK., 'Perth Town Hall: Conservation' 
(commissioned by PCC, June 1986). 
Hocking Lovell and Associates: 'Central Government Precinct, 
Perth. Conservation Plan', Vols. 1 & 2. (for Premier's Capital 
City Committee and HCWA, March 1995) 

Original Construction Year 1867; 1870 (1867 - 1870) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Town/Shire/District Hall 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Town/Shire/District Hall 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Perth Town Hall is a longitudinal-shaped building built in Flemish bond brickwork with gabled roof and towers 
containing staircases in each of its four corners. The storeys are differentiated by decorative treatment. The 
tower has a feature clock and tourelles in the manner of a Castle Donjou of keep windows which are articulated 
by shafts. The building at street level is not in original condition. The brickwork has been clad with facing stone. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Handmade 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Timber - Shingle 

Architect Convict labour; Richard Roach Jewell 

Builder Convict Labour; Richard Roach Jewell 
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Other Associations Aboriginal Registered Site (2128) 

HISTORY  
 

                  

  

The site of the Town Hall was known as Koorari and was an important meeting place for Whadjuk Nyoongar 
people. The Town Hall site was selected in 1867 and a tender for its design was sought. Richard Roach Jewell 
and James Manning both contributed design ideas to the building. The foundations were laid by free tradesmen 
and the rest built by convict labour. The clock was an important feature of the building as personal clocks were 
not common. The clock was built in 1868 by Thwaites and Reid in London. The Town Hall was opened on 1 
June 1870. The undercroft was originally used as a food market, however it was later enclosed and was the 
location of the city’s fire engine. Perth City Council also used some of the space for offices. In 1924 the area 
was divided into shops and awnings attached to the exterior walls. Several changes were made to the building 
over time including enclosing the south parapet to create a Council Chamber which is now known as the Supper 
Room. In 1937 leadlight windows were added to the hall. In the 1960s a new Rural and Industries (R&I) Bank 
tower was built adjacent to the Town Hall which resulted in decorative tourelles which stuck out from the façade 
were removed so the new building could be attached. This building was demolished in 1994/1995. The Town 
Hall has been restored and renovated to ensure its continued use. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict) 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics 
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people 
6. People - 603 Local heroes and battlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Australia’s earliest inhabitants 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.3 Coming to Australia as a punishment 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian Materials in Construction4. 
Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.1 Selecting township sites 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.6 Remembering significant phases  
7. Governing - 7.6.1 Developing local government authorities 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a fine example of Victorian Free Gothic architecture.  
The building is a rare Australian example of a nineteenth century town hall, built by conflict labour, modelled on 
fourteenth century European market towns.  
The focus of civic and social activities since 1870, the place is a prominent Perth landmark.   
It is an integral component of the precinct of public buildings associated with nineteenth century colonial 
administration.  
The building is closely associated with the State's history of penal transportation. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

It is an integral component of the precinct of public buildings associated with nineteenth century colonial 
administration. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The building is a rare Australian example of a nineteenth century town hall, built by conflict labour, modelled on 
fourteenth century European market towns. 
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a fine example of Victorian Free Gothic architecture. 
The focus of civic and social activities since 1870, the place is a prominent Perth landmark. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The building is closely associated with the State's history of penal transportation. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
A number of alterations have occurred to the building, in particular, the 
structural alterations to the undercroft in 1925 and 1957. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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720.99409/1 Australian Historical Landscapes, (1984) pp 165. Jeans, D.N;  
720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs Building Classified and recorded by the National Trust, (1979) pp 8. Cownie, 
Marie and Stewart;  
720.9941 HAR Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 7 by Hare, T;  
720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings, (1979) pp 34, 64, 67, 103, 200, 276 by Pitt Morrison, M and 
White, J (Eds);  
720.9941 Western Australia An Architectural Heritage, (1979) pp 81-90 by Williams, A.E;  
720.9941 WRI Western Landmarks, (1978) pp 24-25 by Wright, P and Smeed, H;  
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994.1 NIX 100 Glimpses of Western Australia (1886-1887) by Nixon and Merrilees;  
994.1 STA People of Perth, (1979) pp 147-8, 164, 165, 170, 195-6, 239, 282, 284, 340 by Stannage, C.T;  
COP Heritage Places File 1.44/599;  
Perth Town Hall Conservation Plan Draft 1996 by Allom Lovell Hocking Conservation Consultants and Forbes 
and Fitzhardinge Woodland, Architecture Planning Design;  
Q 711.409 SED A City and Its Setting, (1986) by Seddon, George;  
Q 720.994 SMI Treasures of Australia, (1983) pp 131 by Smith, R and Flower, C;  
Q 720.99411 EMA Portrait of Perth, (1977) by Emanuel, Cedric and Ward, Kirwan;  
R720.9941 HER Heritage of Western Australia, (1989) pp 34-35 by Australian Heritage Commission;  
Western Heritage, (1967) pp 16, 20, 44, 53, 60-63, 65, 68, 70-73, 89 and Appendix C, F by Oldham, R and J. 
Register of Heritage Places Perth Town Hall, 1995 and City of Perth Town Hall brochure. 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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