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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name McNess Royal Arcade 

Street Address "MCNESS ROYAL ARCADE", 611-619 Hay Street Mall, PERTH WA  
6000 

Location Description Lot 9 P989, Lot 10 P989, Lot 11 P989 

Other Names Bevilaqua & Williams 

Historical Street Address 611-619 Hay Street; 613-619 Hay Street; 393-397 Hay Street; 43 
Barrack Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot F1 

Place ID 1990 

COP Property Key 175107 

Property Titles Lot 9 P 989, Lot 10 P 989, Lot 11 P 989 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009),  
Hay Street Mall (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2010 TRIM ID P1710966 Original;  
01/04/2011 TRIM ID 16168/14 Updated 

Original Construction Year 1897;1985 (1896 - 1897) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1985 - 1985 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

External - Three storey building forming an arcade between Hay and Barrack Streets with decorative pediments 
over the entrances. Original verandah has been replaced by an awning. Shop fronts modified from the original. 
The facade features decorative pilasters with stucco work and emphatic entablature, arched windows and 
decorative parapet and triangular pediments. 
Internal - No internal access - shop fitouts all modern 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal 

Architect William Wolf 

Builder Cohen and Nicol 

Other Associations Sir Charles McNess (owner) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The land on which this building is located was owned by successful local businessman Charles McNess who 
erected five galvanised iron shops on this site from which he operated his business as an ironmonger and 
tinsmith.  In 1896 and engaged architect William Wolf to design a substantial commercial premises for this 
prominent site.  The original design was for two stories but an additional floor was added at McNess' request.  
Builder's Cohen and Nicol were engaged to construct the building and at the opening ceremony by the Lord 
Mayor of Perth Alexander Forrest, it was noted that the total cost of the building and land was £30,000. The 
arcade in the building was one of the first formal arcades in Perth and on opening had 17 tenancies on the 
ground floor.  The basement included a dining room and billiard hall.  Charles McNess made a significant 
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contribution to Western Australia as a philanthropist and was knighted for his services. The McNess Royal 
Arcade has been subject to alterations and additions since construction to suit new uses and occupants.  The 
most significant in 1985 when a false ceiling was inserted in the arcade. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
2. Transport and communications - 209 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns & cities 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The Place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  
The place is a fine example of Federation Free Classical style. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.  
The place is a representative example of a commercial building in Perth during the period of development and 
consolidation following the gold boom.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of the work of architecture William Wolf.  
The place is of historic significance for associations with Sir Charles McNess. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of a commercial building in Perth during the period of development and 
consolidation following the gold boom. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The Place is of aesthetic significance because it is a recognised landmark in the City of Perth. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. 
The place is a fine example of Federation Free Classical style. 
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of the work of architecture William Wolf. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is of historic significance for associations with Sir Charles McNess. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Parts of the building fabric at ground floor and 
in the basement of McNess Royal Arcade have been altered and have a low 
degree of authenticity. However, with a few exceptions most of the building 
fabric on the upper floors is intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       

 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            

 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 

   

Heritage ID-1990 
 

  

            

      

Page 5 of 5 
 

     

            

   

 

 

 
 

 

                  

 


