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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Harper's Buildings (810-824 Hay Street) 

Street Address "HARPERS BUILDING", 810-824 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Harper's Buildings (810-820 Hay Street); Commercial Buildings 

Historical Street Address 810-824 Hay Street; 810-820 Hay Street, 822-824 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2007 

COP Property Key 188113 

Property Titles Lot 350 P 301726, Lot 205 P 30804, Lot 206 P 30804 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/05/2012 TRIM ID P1710968 Original 

Original Construction Year 1937; 1938 (1937 - 1937) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1948 - 1948 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Functionalist 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Asymmetrical brick massing with simple geometric shapes and slightly stepped skyline, long horizontal spandrel 
and 'ribbon' metal-framed windows, shop fronts ground level not original.  
A two-storey brick concrete and iron building in the inter war functionalist style with four retail stores at the 
ground floor and offices above at the first floor and a two storey warehouse at the rear. 
 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Common 

Walls 2 Material Concrete 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect Edward Summerhayes; L J Rounsevell; Nathaniel Harper 

Builder Edward Summerhayes; L J Rounsevell; Nathaniel Harper 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building is a unique example of Art Deco architecture with colourful brick panels designed by Edward 
Summerhayes in 1937. It was built for Nathaniel Harper who redeveloped the shops and warehouse which had 
previously been built. Harper established several business enterprises in Perth and was involved in gold mining 
activities in New Zealand and Tasmania before he arrived in WA in the 1890s. Yalumba Wines moved to Perth 
from Fremantle and established a tasting room in the basement which was an innovation for the time. Yalumba 
remained a tenant until the 1960s. Other businesses included Maples a furniture shop and Arthur Pigeon a 
wireless engineer (radios). 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of towns and 
cities. 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is an excellent example of the Inter-War Functionalist style, which contrasts with the buildings in the 
immediate vicinity and through its scale and treatments fits comfortably in its streetscape context. 
The place makes a significant aesthetic contribution to the streetscape of Hay Street and to the Hay/King 
Streets precinct, an area of acknowledged cultural heritage significance. 
The place is closely associated with Nathaniel Harper, a well-known entrepreneur in Western Australia from the 
1890s to 1954, and with architects Edwin Summerhayes, who designed the place (1937), and with Yalumba 
Wines, for whom the basement was custom designed and built as a tasting room. 
The place retains much of its street frontage details above canopy level and principal spaces and therefore 
retains a high degree of authenticity. 
The place is one of several significant buildings constructed in Perth in the period of recovery after the Great 
Depression and prior to World War Two. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is one of several significant buildings constructed in Perth in the period of recovery after the Great 
Depression and prior to World War Two. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is an excellent example of the Inter-War Functionalist style, which contrasts with the buildings in the 
immediate vicinity and through its scale and treatments fits comfortably in its streetscape context. 
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The place makes a significant aesthetic contribution to the streetscape of Hay Street and to the Hay/King 
Streets precinct, an area of acknowledged cultural heritage significance. 
The place retains much of its street frontage details above canopy level and principal spaces and therefore 
retains a high degree of authenticity. 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is closely associated with Nathaniel Harper, a well-known entrepreneur in Western Australia from the 
1890s to 1954, and with architects Edwin Summerhayes, who designed the place (1937), and with Yalumba 
Wines, for whom the basement was custom designed and built as a tasting room. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but substantially intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

COP Heritage Places File 1.16/810;  
HCWA Assessment  
COP File P1003501 
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory 200 
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Harper’s Buildings, 2000 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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