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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commercial Building (822-824 Hay) 

Street Address "HARPERS BUILDING", 810-824 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Corner King Street 

Other Names Commercial Buildings 

Historical Street Address 810-820 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2008 

COP Property Key 188113 

Property Titles Lot 350 P 301726, Lot 205 P 30804, Lot 206 P 30804 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/05/2012 TRIM ID P1710968 Original 

Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1902) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex 

Integrity - Summary  
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two-story commercial building with parapet, rendered wall surface with pilasters, string course and mouldings 
around the windows. Awning over shop fronts at street level replaces earlier verandah. Shop front altered. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

An example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of expansion and development that 
followed the gold rush of the 1890s.In 1890 Western Australia achieved responsible government. This, 
combined with the discoveries of gold in the early 1890's, provided the catalyst for development in Perth. King 
Street was gazetted in 1845 and named after King William IV. Prior to the 1890's the area around King Street 
was characterised by workers' cottages with shops, coal yards, smithies and foundries located in the adjacent 
areas of Murray and Hay Street. In the mid 1890's some smaller businesses began to establish themselves in 
existing cottages and a number of larger enterprises erected substantial new offices and warehouses in the 
area. Earlier uses primarily served the local population, however this later development was more broadly based 
and was a direct response to the expansion of the city centre during the gold rush. The period from the 1890's to 
early decades of the twentieth century was characterised by a vigorous public works and corresponding 
expansion of commerce and trade. During this period, the character of the area around King Street was 
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established. This area has recently (1990's) undergone a substantial programme of restoration and is now 
characterised by new uses including cafes, boutiques and professional offices. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5   Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.4 - Eating & drinking 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late 
nineteenth and twentieth century.   
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.   
The place is of social significance because the associations with the WA Sport Club. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late 
nineteenth and twentieth century. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is of social significance because the associations with the WA Sport Club. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is altered at ground floor level but intact 
above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

COP Heritage Places File 1.16/822;  
Building Style 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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