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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Monash House (Includes 29 & 31 King Street) 

Street Address 826-834 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Cnr King St; includes 29 & 31 King Street Lot 1 D 584, Lot 2 D 584, Lot 
3 D 584, Lot 4 D 584 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 826-834 Hay Street; 826-830 Hay Street; 832-834 Hay Street; 29 King 
Street; 31 King Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2009 

COP Property Key 175018 

Property Titles Lot 1 D 584, Lot 2 D 584, Lot 3 D 584, Lot 4 D 584 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1903 (1903 - 1903) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

826-834 Hay Street - Large two storey commercial building with parapet and decorative corner pediment. 
Facade distinguished by bands of stucco, label moulds and strongly modelled arched windows with fanlights, 
buildings addresses King Street corner and includes originally residential building behind. Awning and shop 
front not original.31 King Street - Single storey shop has parapet and pediment but has lost other details. 
Originally a motor garage. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations WA Amateur Sports Club (est. 1902) 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Until the 1880s the Perth town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and 
small businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 
1890s put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that most residential uses were displaced in 
favour of commercial development. The area around King Street was characterised by workers' cottages with 
shops, coal yards, smithies and foundries located in the adjacent areas of Murray and Hay Street. In the mid 
1890s some smaller businesses began to establish themselves in existing cottages and a number of larger 
enterprises erected substantial new offices and warehouses in the area. Perth underwent a vigorous public 
works and corresponding expansion of commerce and trade, and by c. 1910 the centre of Perth was 
substantially rebuilt.  During this period, the character of the area around King Street was established. Hay 
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Street remained a major commercial street throughout the twentieth century and for most of that time was 
characterised by traffic, including trams. The character of the street changed after the section between William 
and Barrack Streets became a mall in the 1970s. In the 1990s King Street underwent a substantial programme 
of restoration and is now characterised by new uses including cafes, boutiques and professional offices.   Post 
Office directories show that the building on the north west corner of Hay and King Street was originally 606-612, 
changing numbers in 1908. Businesses have been listed in this location since the post office directory was first 
published in 1893, but it is difficult to determine in what form. For example, in 1900 there is Hing Lee and Co 
storekeeper, on the corner, with Joseph Marks, tailor, and Gosney Bros, carpenters adjacent. The WA Sports 
Club was located at the first-floor level from 1903. This club was founded in 1902 and first met in a Hay Street 
building ‘opposite the Mechanics’ Institute’ which was on the corner of Hay and Pier Streets. (West Australian, 1 
Dec 1902) In 1903 it was reported that “the committee of management of the Perth Amateur Athletic and Sports 
Club have found it necessary for the extension of the club to obtain larger and well-appointed rooms. It is 
proposed to take a new suite of rooms opposite the new theatre in Hay-street.” (West Australian, 22 June 1903). 
This is a good indication that the building at 826-834 Hay Street was built in 1902/03. The building style is in 
keeping with the Federation Free Style typical of commercial buildings constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the 1890s gold boom. The former entrance on 
King Street has a stucco decorative label mould over the doorway that reads ‘Amateur Sports Club’. This 
doorway would have led to stairs to the upstairs space. 
The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1942) shows that Nos. 826 (corner entrance), 828 and 830 are 
small narrow tenancies, and that No. 832-834 is combined and extends to the full length of the lot. On King 
Street, there was a brick building (No. 31) which at that time was not joined to the Hay Street building. There 
was a corrugated iron fence along the street at that time. From the street the ground floor shopfronts of all 
buildings are not original, but the upper level elevations are intact, except for the window frames. The facade is 
distinguished by bands of stucco, label moulds and strongly modelled arched windows with fanlights. The 1999 
Draft MHI states that behind the façade there is an original residential building, but this needs to be confirmed, 
as the Water Supply survey plan does not suggest a residence. 
The building at 31 King Street was originally a motor garage built in c. 1923. It was first listed in 1924 for E. J. 
Darley, motor agent. It is a single storey commercial building with a simple parapet and pediment; and a re-
entrant door, still extant 
.At 2022 there are various modern ground floor shopfronts along Hay and King Streets, with a suspended non-
original awning. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5   Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historic significance as a commercial building constructed during the period of economic 
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  
It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style commercial building and forms an integral component of 
the Hay and King streetscapes.  
The evolution of the building with the adjoining Inter-War building at 31 King Street represents the expansion 
and development of commerce and trade in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic significance as a commercial building constructed during the period of economic 
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. 

 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2009 
 

  

            
      

Page 4 of 6 
 

     

            

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The evolution of the building with the adjoining Inter-War building at 31 King Street represents the expansion 
and development of commerce and trade in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style commercial building and forms an integral component of 
the Hay and King streetscapes. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Visual Assessment; Aerial photographs (Landgate);  
Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/14A State Records Office of WA);  
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City of Perth property file: King St;  
COP Heritage Places File 1.16/826;  
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth;  
The West Australian, 1 December 1902, p. 6, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article24849299;  
The West Australian, 22 June 1903, p. 7, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article24826740. 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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