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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name The Box Building 

Street Address "THE BOX BUILDING", Lot 1-32/918 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 918 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 26622 

COP Property Key 181409 

Property Titles Lot 1-32 SP 40672 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 28/05/1996 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1920 (1918 - 1922) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey commercial building with moulded arches to parapet and simple pediment.  Pilasters adorned with 
decorative mouldings. Loss of original detail to shop front. 
 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Metal - Steel  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed as a garage for Grave-Dwyer Motor Co in 1912. Comet Motors operated at the 
property from 1925 into the 1950s. Both companies imported cars such as Ford and Morris, as well as supplying 
spare parts. In 1927 a reference was made to Harris and Dwyer’s car showroom but the length of time this name 
change was in effect is unknown. The building was purchased by Mortlock Brothers in 1932 who were operating 
next door, however Comet Motors still operated from the building. There may have been some residences and 
offices located in the building as in the 1920s and 1930s there were references to the property as an address for 
a particular person. In 1936 Cumpston’s Engraving Services were located on the first floor. It is unknown when 
the place became known as the Box Building. 
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1. Settlement & Mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
2. Transport & Communications - 203 Road transport 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Moving goods and people on land 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.15 Developing an Australian manufacturing 
capacity 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5   Developing city centres 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the Inter-War 
period. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the period of affluence and optimism following the end of 
World War One.  
The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of 
development and consolidation following the gold boom. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the period of affluence and optimism following the end of 
World War One. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of 
development and consolidation following the gold boom. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the Inter-War 
period. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

Hay Street West Perth Precinct Heritage Assessment Prepared for the COP by The National Trust by David Kelsall 
Architect December 1995;  
Visual Assessment 
Sunday Times Sun 22 Sep 1912, accessed via trove 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57734102?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27 
Weekly Judge 16 Oct 1925, accessed via Trove 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/257903257?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27Mirror 
13 Aug 1927, accessed via trove 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/76403883?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27The 
Daily News 28 Apr 1932, accessed via Trove 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/83880037?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27The 
Daily News 27 Mar 1936, accessed 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/85719469?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27Harvey 
Murray Times (WA : 1931 - 1955)  Fri 11 Feb 1955, accessed via Trove 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/251388999?searchTerm=%27918%20hay%20street%2C%20perth%27 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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