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Place Name Alexandra Hostel
Street Address 930-934 Hay Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 930-934 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 3619

COP Property Key 174987

Property Titles Lot 123 D 1822, Lot 124 D 1845

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 28/05/1996

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1905 (1903 - 1907)
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION |

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey commercial building with battlement parapet and central pediment, shops at street level have re-
entrant doors which may contain element of original fabric. Awning not original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Steel
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The period of expansion in Perth coincided with a period of economic depression in the eastern states, in
particular Victoria. As a result, was substantial migration from Victoria to WA. This migration included
businessmen, architects and builders, all of whom had a considerable influence on the development of the city.
Hay Street was established along with St. George's Terrace and Murray Street, as one of the main streets of
Perth from the time of settlement in 1829. It remained a major commercial street throughout the twentieth
century and for most of that time was characterised by traffic, including trams.

The character of the street changed after it became a mall in the 1970's. Example of a commercial building
constructed in Perth during the period of expansion and development that followed the gold rush of the
1890's.Alexandra Hostel opened in 1914 which is described as an up to date hostel where the best meals and
accommodation can be found. There were 14 double rooms and 14 single rooms. By 1917 all the furniture was
being sold by auction. The building had a verandah.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Settlement & Mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees
2. Transport & Communications - 202 Rail & Light Rail Transport

3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry & tourism

5. Outdoor influences - 501 World wars and other wars

5. Outdoor influences - 504 Depression and boom

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.22 Lodging people

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as there are some alterations from original
detail.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Hay Street West Precinct David Kelsall (National Trust) for COP 1995;

Building Style

Truth Sat 13 Jun 1914, accessed via Trove
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/209399494?searchTerm=%22alexandra%20hostel%22 The Daily
News 26 Jul 1917, accessed via Trove
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/81016467?searchTerm=%22alexandra%20hostel%22 The Daily
News 2 Mar 1928, accessed via Trove
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/79227525?searchTerm=%22alexandra%20hostel%22

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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