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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name ANZ Bank (fmr)

Street Address "RN SMYTH HOUSE", 4-10/938 Hay Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names R. N. Smyth House; ANZ Bank Chamber; English, Scottish &
Australian Bank

Historical Street Address 938 Hay Street; 938-940 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 6101

COP Property Key 177707

Property Titles Lot 4-10 SP 33018

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 28/05/1996

Local Heritage Area
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Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement 15/06/2015 TRIM ID 103646/15
Conservation Management Plan 05/09/2006 TRIM ID 85953/06 Original;

01/09/2007 TRIM ID 29175/08 Draft
Original Construction Year 1928 (1926 - 1930)

Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE ‘

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Bank

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘ ‘
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey rendered brick commercial building with decorative pediment to parapet and prominent cornice.
Distinguished by classical motifs to pilasters and geometric mouldings. Building addresses the corner with main
entrance doorway. The floor plan for the original bank was very simple and comprised a public space, three
teller counters, a ledgers counter, a manager's room, a small staff office, a strong room and toilets. The main
entrance was from Hay Street.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Steel
Architect B Gardner (contract to remove old building); Oldham Boas & Ednie Brown
Builder B Gardner (contract to remove old building); Oldham Boas & Ednie Brown

Other Associations

HISTORY

Hay Street was established along with St. George's Terrace and Murray Street, as one of the main streets of
Perth from the time of settlement in 1829. It remained a major commercial street throughout the twentieth
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century and for most of that time was characterised by traffic, including trams. The character of the street
changed after it became a mall in the 1970's. The 1920s in Perth was characterised by economic prosperity and
expansion. There was considerable migration from Britain and Europe encouraged by government sponsored
settlement schemes. In the City this was a period of consolidation. There was continued commercial
development including the construction of arcades, hotels and commercial buildings. Although the depression of
the early 1930s caused a decline in the building industry, by the late 1930s there was renewed activity including
the construction of cinemas. The English Scottish and Australia Bank (A.S. & A) had been established in the
United Kingdom in 1852 as a Chartered Bank.

The E.S. & A was registered in 1893 and began trading in Western Australia in 1897. In 1884 the property was
developed by Robert Hester and included three houses and sheds. These buildings were leased over the years
and sold. No. 938-940 was a land agency office and the shop operated as a grocery and confectionery shop. A
branch was established at 940 Hay Street in 1924 in one of the original buildings on the property. On 25 July
1928 a tender for the purchase and removal of the existing buildings on the north east corner of Milligan and
Hay Street was accepted a new building was constructed. The new building was designed by the architects
Oldham, Boas, and Ednie-Brown. The first floor was designed as office space and was leased out to the
Commonwealth Government in 1930. The Australian Broadcasting Commission (ABC) was located here before
they moved to the new studios in Adelaide Terrace in the 1950s. In 1955 the E.S.&A. bank was taken over by
the Australian and New Zealand (ANZ) Bank. At this time the building was remodelled. In 1996 the bank sold the
building and the ground floor is used for retail purposes.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Transport & Communications - 210 Telecommunications
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries
5. Outdoor influences - 504 Depression and boom

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18.2 Banking and lending
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.20.2 Broadcasting

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is representative of Inter-War bank buildings, with its lofty and spacious banking chamber remaining
intact.

The place reflects the building boom of the 1920s, particularly in the private sector, which was a response to the
influx of post-war immigration and capital from agricultural expansion.

The place is closely associated with one of the early banking institutions in Western Australia, the English,
Scottish and Australian bank (later ANZ). The place is an important part of the streetscape, complimenting the
Melbourne Hotel (fmr) on the opposite street corner and providing a strong visual focus to both Hay and Milligan
streets.

The place is closely associated with prominent Perth architectural firm Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown.

The place is a fine and rare example in Perth of a bank designed in the Inter-War Chicagoesque style.

The place is important as the studios and offices of 6WF, Perth's first radio station, from 1930 to 1937.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place reflects the building boom of the 1920s, particularly in the private sector, which was a response to the
influx of post-war immigration and capital from agricultural expansion.
The place is important as the studios and offices of 6WF, Perth's first radio station, from 1930 to 1937.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage
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The place is a fine and rare example in Perth of a bank designed in the Inter-War Chicagoesque style.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is representative of Inter-War bank buildings, with its lofty and spacious banking chamber remaining
intact.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is an important part of the streetscape, complimenting the Melbourne Hotel (fmr) on the opposite
street corner and providing a strong visual focus to both Hay and Milligan streets.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is closely associated with one of the early banking institutions in Western Australia, the English,

Scottish and Australian bank (later ANZ).
The place is closely associated with prominent Perth architectural firm Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost some original detail at ground floor
level but intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Hay Street West Precinct Corner of Hay and Milligan Street Heritage Assessment prepared for the COP by the
National Trust December 1995;
National Trust Assessment on COP File P1011808
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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