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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Melbourne Hotel 

Street Address "MELBOURNE HOTEL", 942 Hay Street, PERTH WA  6000 
"MELBOURNE HOTEL", 33 Milligan Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 33 Milligan Street; 942 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2005 

COP Property Key 174903 

Property Titles Lot 1 DP 412054 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/06/1988 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 12/08/2015 TRIM ID 160394/15 
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Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2008 TRIM ID 105986/10 Original 

Original Construction Year 1895 (1893 - 1897) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Filigree 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Large three storey corner building with a mixture of timber and iron decoration parapet employing classical 
motifs conceals roof surface; storeys differentiated by different decorative treatment, continued balcony and 
verandah at first floor level is not original but represents verandahs at ground and first floor levels which have 
subsequently been lost. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building is a fine example of a gold rush hotel of the 1890s, its extravagance and ostentation, which was 
then new to Perth, is typical of the period. The lavishness of its decoration is demonstrative of the confidence 
and opulence of the gold rush period. The building is one of the few most elaborate gold rush hotels remaining 
in Perth. In the 1890s a brewing company was located on the property which became the Melbourne Hotel. In 
1897 the property was listed in the rate book as hotel. At this time Milligan Street developed as a residential 
area. It operated as a hotel and then nightclub until the 1980s. In 1995 the building was used as a private club. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Settlement & Mobility - 107 Settlements 
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism 
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5. Outdoor influences - 504 Depression and boom 
5. Outdoor influences - 506 Tourism 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating and drinking 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.1 Making music 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is recognised landmark in the City of Perth.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  
The place is a good example of Federation Free Classical style with decorative classical elements, which 
contribute visual and textural qualities to the streetscape. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 
The place demonstrates the substantial growth that occurred within Perth during the gold rush period. 
The place's almost unchanged external appearance of the place is uncommon. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade 
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. 
The place demonstrates the substantial growth that occurred within Perth during the gold rush period. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place's almost unchanged external appearance of the place is uncommon. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance because it is recognised landmark in the City of Perth. 
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The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a commercial building constructed during the period of 
economic affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. 
The place is a good example of Federation Free Classical style with decorative classical elements, which 
contribute visual and textural qualities to the streetscape. 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.60/942 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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