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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Central Flats

Street Address "CENTRAL FLATS", 1-10/1103 Hay Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Location Description Lot 17 P 1329

Other Names Central Apartment Building; The Charleston

Historical Street Address 1103 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 15980

COP Property Key 176879

Property Titles Lot 17 P 1329

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1930 (1930 - 1930)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block
Present - General Use Residential

Present - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (¢.1915-¢.1940)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian Revival

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storied apartment building with slightly projecting central bay and recessed entry. Hipped roof with gable
roof to street facade. Has terracotta apex ornaments. Decorative brick work and rendered detail embellished
the street facade. Sash windows of vertical proportions with small panels of glass punctuate the front elevation.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

West Perth developed as suburban residential area in the late 1890s. From its inception it had the
characteristics of a quality neighbourhood. The West Perth end of Hay Street was predominately prestigious
homes, taking advantage of Hay Street’s proximity to the city and King’s Park (then known as Perth Park). The
elevated location provided healthy site drainage as well as cooling breezes and views over the city and hills. The
area had social status already associated with addresses in nearby Mount Street and access to the city's piped
water system. The homes built in West Perth from the early 1900s included prestigious mansions built in
prominent locations and smaller working-class cottages in the narrower back streets and towards the northern
end of the area adjacent to the railway. In the 1920s and 1930s, many property owners in West Perth were
taking advantage of the location and demand for housing by renting out rooms. If this was the case, private
homes would be listed as lodging house, boarding house, flats or apartments. Sometimes large houses would
actually be converted into flats or apartments.

The 1930 Post Office directory lists “New Flats” named Central Flats, which by 1931 have ten individual
occupants. An advertisement in the West Australian (9 July 1930) states that “These desirable flats each
containing three rooms, kitchen and bathroom, are To Let, furnished and unfurnished at Moderate Rates.” A
photograph dated 1930 held at the State Library (101063PD) shows that the central gable originally featured a
moulded stucco date label reading ‘1930’ and the front boundary wall was of the same red brick as the flats.
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Both are now lost, however aside from these details, the appearance of the building when viewed from Hay
Street is remarkably intact.

The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1953) shows the flats with central front steps and a path to Hay
Street, three small, porch-size verandahs on the east side, rear external stairs, and brick garages along the rear
and west side boundary. Aerial photos show that little has changed on the lot.

At 2022 the building is intact and a landmark in the location, with modern buildings either side. The two storied
apartment building has a slightly projecting central bay and a recessed entry with a stucco label mould over
bearing the name of the building 'The Charleston.' The tiled hipped roof has a gable to the street facade with
terracotta apex finials. The corners are quoined with inset decorative brick work and the windows have a brick
architrave emphasis, and stucco headers. The multi-pane sash windows of vertical proportions punctuate the
front elevation.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.22 Lodging people

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

8. Developing Perth (Australia’'s) Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in & around Australian homes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has aesthetic significance as a two storey Inter-War block of flats that contributes to the visual quality
of the streetscape.

The place has historic significance as an Inter-War block of flats built in response to the accommodation
pressures and demand for inner-city living in Perth.
It reflects the period of affluence and optimism of the 1920s.

The place remains substantially intact, having survived the pressures of development, and therefore has some
landmark and rarity value.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historic significance as an Inter-War block of flats built in response to the accommodation
pressures and demand for inner-city living in Perth.
It reflects the period of affluence and optimism of the 1920s.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place remains substantially intact, having survived the pressures of development, and therefore has some
landmark and rarity value.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance as a two storey Inter-War block of flats that contributes to the visual quality
of the streetscape.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High. Largely as originally constructed with detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs, Landgate;

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/8 State Records Office of WA);
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth;

The West Australian, 9 July 1930: 18. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article33345026 ;
State Library of WA photo 101063PD.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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