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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Meerilinga 

Street Address “MEERLILINGA”, 1186 Hay Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 
"MAYFAIR APARTMENTS", Unit 1-59/2 Mayfair Street, WEST PERTH 
WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 1186 Hay Street; 1192 Hay Street, 2 Mayfair Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2236 

COP Property Key 181680 

Property Titles Lot 1-59 SP 40998 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/06/1989 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/08/1996 TRIM ID P1709041 Original; 
01/05/2006 TRIM ID P1709042 Updated 

Original Construction Year 1897; 2000 (1897 - 1897) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1998 - 2002 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey (originally) residential building with a round turret.  Wide verandahs characterised by timber posts, 
and ornamental timber frieze, slate roof with terracotta ridge and tall chimney with terracotta pots. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Stone - Slate  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Meerilinga was the home of prominent businessman, church leader and politician Frederick Illingsworth, MLA 
and was constructed in 1897. It was sold in 1909 and leased to tenants. From 1914 the building was leased and 
used as the Girls Grammar School. In 1921 the school was incorporated into the St. Mary's Church of England 
Girls School. 
From 1922 it was leased by the Kindergarten Union, later known as the Kindergarten Association, and was a 
teacher training college and kindergarten. There was accommodation for trainee teachers within the former 
house. It was the centre for the Association until 1978. In 2000 the property was subdivided and a residential 
apartment complex was built. Meerilinga is used for office use. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 107 Settlements 
3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities 
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education & science 
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.3 Developing institutions 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns & cities 
6.Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
6.Educating - 6.3 Training people for the workplace 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in & around Australian homes 
9. Marking the phases of life – 9.1.1 Providing maternity clinics & hospitals 
9. Marking the phases of life – 9.2.1 Being children 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a good example of a substantial town residence of the gold rush period 
and in representative of the way the wealthy citizens of Perth lived around the turn of the century.  
The place has importance because it is a prominently located and particularly fine example of the widely 
appreciated Federation Queen Anne architectural style. 
The place is distinctive and forms a strong identifying composition (landmark) on the Hay Street streetscape. 
The place displays the high level of craftsmanship that was characteristic of the gold boom period. 
The place is important for its role in the development of the Kindergarten movement in Western Australia. 
The place is of historic significance representing the development of West Perth as a prestigious residential area 
in the early 1900's. 
The place is important for its association with prominent persons in Western Australian history, such as 
Frederick Illingworth, Bessie Rischbieth and Harold Boas. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is important for its role in the development of the Kindergarten movement in Western Australia. 
The place is of historic significance representing the development of West Perth as a prestigious residential area 
in the early 1900's. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a good example of a substantial town residence of the gold rush period 
and in representative of the way the wealthy citizens of Perth lived around the turn of the century. 
The place has importance because it is a prominently located and particularly fine example of the widely 
appreciated Federation Queen Anne architectural style. 
The place is distinctive and forms a strong identifying composition (landmark) on the Hay Street streetscape. 
The place displays the high level of craftsmanship that was characteristic of the gold boom period. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is important for its association with prominent persons in Western Australian history, such as 
Frederick Illingworth, Bessie Rischbieth and Harold Boas. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is intact with evidence of restoration. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.64/1186;  
Building Plaque;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Conservation Plan - Hay 1186 – Meerilinga, Palassis Architects, 1996 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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