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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre 

Street Address 12 Hospital Avenue, NEDLANDS WA  6009 

Location Description  

Other Names Perth Chest Hospital, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital; A Block 

Historical Street Address 12 Hospital Avenue; 2 Verdun Street, 5 Monash Avenue 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 13624 

COP Property Key 201311 

Property Titles Lot 8699 DP 175877 RESV33244 A Class, Lot 9075 DP 213389 

RESV33244 A Class, Lot 501 DP 67551 RESV33244 A Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year  

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Health 

Original - Specific Use Health 

Present - General Use Health 

Present - Specific Use Health 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Post-War (c.1940-1960) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A long rectangular, four storey brick construction building with concrete sun awnings and strips of windows and 
wall panels. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Concrete 

Walls 2  Material Glass 

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

At the turn of the century the site of the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre in Nedlands was a grazing place for 
cattle owned by Edward Browne, the founder of Browne’s Dairy.  The land was purchased by the State 
Government in 1910 and from 1922 controlled by the University of Western Australia under a 999-year lease 
from the Government. When the Chest Hospital was proposed the site was designated for development as a 
medical centre with a teaching hospital as the core. (QEII website) 
Construction work began in 1956 on the Perth Chest Hospital for the Department of Public Health. It was 
designed by the Department of Public Works architect, and the builder was H. A. Doust Pty Ltd. Thomas Street 
passed diagonally to the east of the site at the time the first two structures were designed. Owing to its bulk, the 
Chest Hospital was a prominent building against King's Park bushland to the east. The building opened in 1958.  
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It was built to replace the Wooroloo Sanatorium and became the main treatment centre for tuberculosis (TB) and 
other pulmonary diseases. It represents the changing practice in treatment of TB following WWII, when drugs 
were used to combat the disease, rather than simply providing a place of isolation and nursing care. With the 
decline of TB cases the hospital began to admit general chest patients.  
The Perth Chest Hospital was renamed Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital in 1963. It was renamed again in 1977 to 
The Queen Elizabeth 11 Medical Centre (QEII) at the time of Her Majesty's visit.  
At 2022, the former Perth Chest Hospital is a five storey building laid out in the form of an 'H' with two major 
wings facing north and south with an interconnecting link. The south face has yellow spandrels in the curtain 
walling and the north face has light blue panels. The main building has a reinforced concrete frame with salmon 
brick 'framing'. The metal-framed curtain walling has rendered framing and horizontal cantilevered cement-
rendered sun screening. The link is brick faced with round windowed lift towers. This was once a prominent part 
of the eastern elevation but is now concealed from the streetscape. The roof plant on the north elevation is 
distinctively roofed with a reinforced concrete slab in the form of an extended sine curve with a filigree infilling. 
Extensive additions have been completed around the base of the building and to the south. The function of the 
building has been changed from ward accommodation to other purposes. The original form of the building is still 
visible and the prominent coloured north and south facades are still clearly evident. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26 Providing health services 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26.2 Providing hospital services 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

It has aesthetic value for its modernist form, concrete sun awnings and strip windows, typical of the Post-War 
International Style. 
It has high integrity for its continued use for health care since construction in 1958. 
It has historical significance for charting the history and accommodation of a major public and teaching hospital 
in Perth from 1958 to the present day. 
It represents changes in health care and practice in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

It has high integrity for its continued use for health care since construction in 1958. 
It has historical significance for charting the history and accommodation of a major public and teaching hospital 
in Perth from 1958 to the present day. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

It represents changes in health care and practice in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

It has aesthetic value for its modernist form, concrete sun awnings and strip windows, typical of the Post-War 
International Style. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 – Contributes to the heritage of the locality 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
Aerial photographs (Landgate);  
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (Cons 4156/ State Records Office of WA);  
QEII website: https://qeiimc.health.wa.gov.au/about/;  
inHerit database P13624. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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