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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Traders Building (fmr)

Street Address 18-20 Howard Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 18 - 20 Howard Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2023
COP Property Key 183462
Property Titles Lot 80 DP 31107

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 19/09/2006

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan
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Original Construction Year 1905 (1905 - 1905)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Commercial/Residential
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Commercial building with strongly emphasised base and formal entrance facade incorporates brick columns as
extensive stucco decoration including balconies with florid motifs and battlement parapets.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta

Architect Charles Oldham; Haynes, Robinson & Cox Solicitors; S B Alexander
Builder Charles Oldham; Haynes, Robinson & Cox Solicitors; S B Alexander

Other Associations

HISTORY

Howard Street was originally a tramway, then private road to the river and was taken over by the Perth City
Council as a public road in the late 1890s and early 1900s. In 1905 the building was constructed for solicitors
Haynes, Robinson and Cox. The builder S. B. Alexander was also responsible for the Police Court Buildings.
Haynes, Robinson and Cox were established in Albany in 1889. In 1897 they took over a Perth based practice
Sholl and Foulkes with C. B. Cox and J C Foulkes. In 1903 this became Haynes, Robinson and Cox in 1903.
The firm became Robinson, Cox and Wheatley and continued to work from the offices in the building into the
early 1980s. The basement and ground floor tenants changed over time and including as a gold exchange in the
1930s which is when it was called Traders Building. Wyndham Freezing Canning and Meat Export Works owned
the building during the late 1950s and into the 1960s and were located in the basement and ground floor. A
residence was located on the second floor.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services & industries
4. Social & civic activities - 403 Law & order
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5. Outdoor influences - 504 Depression & boom
5. Outdoor influences - 505 Markets
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.15 Developing economic links outside
Australia

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is exceptional as examples of the Federation Free and Federation Gothic styles.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.

The interior of 20 Howard Street from the ground floor entrance, through to the main stair and including the
whole of the first-floor interior is of a very high order of design and craftsmanship.

The place is significant in the development of commercial office buildings in the area of Howard Street and St.
Georges Terrace in the latter years of the Gold Boom and the first decade of the twentieth century, and in the
notable concentration of many of Perth's leading law firms in chambers in the Howard Street area from the early
twentieth century.

The place has strong associations with the owners, the legal firm of Haynes Robinson and Cox. The firm's
principal, Robert Thomson Robinson, was a public figure in Western Australia.

The place was designed by architect, Charles Oldham. Oldham carried out a number of commissions for
Robinson, including buildings in Mount Lawley, when Robinson and his partner, Samuel Copley, developed the
suburb.

The place has rarity value as 20 Howard Street is one of a small number of commercial buildings to have been
built in the Federation Gothic style in Western Australia.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is significant in the development of commercial office buildings in the area of Howard Street and St.
Georges Terrace in the latter years of the Gold Boom and the first decade of the twentieth century, and in the
notable concentration of many of Perth's leading law firms in chambers in the Howard Street area from the early
twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place has rarity value as 20 Howard Street is one of a small number of commercial buildings to have been
built in the Federation Gothic style in Western Australia.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is exceptional as examples of the Federation Free and Federation Gothic styles.

The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.

The interior of 20 Howard Street from the ground floor entrance, through to the main stair and including the
whole of the first-floor interior is of a very high order of design and craftsmanship.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has strong associations with the owners, the legal firm of Haynes Robinson and Cox. The firm's
principal, Robert Thomson Robinson, was a public figure in Western Australia.

The place was designed by architect, Charles Oldham. Oldham carried out a number of commissions for
Robinson, including buildings in Mount Lawley, when Robinson and his partner, Samuel Copley, developed the

suburb.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the exterior is intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

HCWA Assessment Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation 18 & 20 Howard Street, 1999;
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory (2001) Full Set

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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