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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - Hackett Hall 

Street Address ‘CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"MUSEUM OF WA", 5 Francis Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3000 

Other Names State Reference Library (fmr), Perth Public Library 

Historical Street Address James Street, 5 Francis Street; 40 James Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2026 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1903 - 1913 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Library 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Museum 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Hackett Hall is part of complex of Western Australian Museum buildings located at the northeast quadrant of the 
Perth Cultural Centre Precinct site and is located to the west of the earlier Jubilee Building (1896-97) which 
addresses the corner of Beaufort Street and the James Street pedestrian walkway. Hackett Hall is a two-storey, 
red face brick building designed in the Federation Romanesque style. Originally intended to be an integral part 
of the master plan for the site, Hackett Hall deviates significantly from the original scheme for the complex.  
This was to have been a central building linking Hackett Hall to the Jubilee building. It was not until 1999 that 
the link building was constructed. The new entrance between the Jubilee building and Hackett Hall achieves the 
resolution of an historic problem created by the differing design philosophies. Hackett Hall is 10 metres out of 
alignment with the Jubilee Building. Only the 1910, Hillson Beasley designed south wing of Hackett Hall 
remains. This building uses similar materials and design style to blend with the Eastern Wing building. The 
external materials include red face brick walls with Donnybrook stone decorative elements. There is a plinth of 
rusticated granite. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Hillson Beasley 

Builder  
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Other Associations Sir John Winthrop Hackett - Other (library chairman) 

HISTORY  
 

                  

  

The foundation stone for the Victoria Public Library, established to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria’s reign, was laid in St George’s Terrace in 1887. After being housed in temporary accommodation, the 
library moved to the Jubilee Building on the corner of Beaufort and James streets in 1897 which then housed the 
Library, Museum and Art Gallery. Additional library accommodation was constructed in 1903 and a further wing, 
Hackett Hall was added to the State Library in 1913. Designed by Government Architect, Hillson Beasley, 
Hackett Hall adopted a similar style and construction materials to the earlier Jubilee Building, but demonstrated 
a different alignment and was left unfinished at the eastern end.  
The first chief librarian, Dr James Sykes Battye was granted administrative control of the library, museum and 
art gallery. This system continued until 1955, a year after his death, when the library administration was 
separated from the museum and art gallery.  
In 1977 planning began to bring the Library Boards branches and collections which were then scattered over 
three main buildings and three annexes into a single building. The new Alexander Library Building opened in 
1985 and Hackett Hall became part of the Museum Complex. The 1903 library wing north of Hackett Hall had 
been demolished in 1984. 
In 1999 completion of a new entrance building linked Hackett Hall with the Western Australian Museum - 
Eastern Wing, resolving the issue of the different alignments. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

6. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries and institutes for self-education 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of the Federation Free style and is an integral component of the wider Perth 
Cultural Centre precinct which comprises excellent examples of structures from a diverse range of architectural 
styles. 
The place is associated with the expansion of the state under the influences of the Gold Boom and the 
government’s commitment to providing public cultural institutions. 
The place is strongly associated with government architect, Hillson Beasley. 
The longstanding contribution of Hackett Hall as a significant cultural institution and fine architectural 
expression, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 
The place together with the other elements of the Western Australian Museum complex is rare in Australia for 
displaying a non-traditional free style of architecture in a time period when classical themes were typically 
chosen to symbolise the cultural values of civic and cultural institutions.  
The roof lanterns at Hackett Hall (and the Art Gallery) may be the only surviving lanterns of this size in Western 
Australia. 
The place is a representative example of the important public works projects undertaken in the Federation 
period. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is associated with the expansion of the state under the influences of the Gold Boom and the 
government’s commitment to providing public cultural institutions. 
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place together with the other elements of the Western Australian Museum complex is rare in Australia for 
displaying a non-traditional free style of architecture in a time period when classical themes were typically 
chosen to symbolise the cultural values of civic and cultural institutions. The roof lanterns at Hackett Hall (and 
the Art Gallery) may be the only surviving lanterns of this size in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of the important public works projects undertaken in the Federation 
period. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The longstanding contribution of Hackett Hall as a significant cultural institution and fine architectural 
expression, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of the Federation Free style and is an integral component of the wider Perth Cultural 
Centre precinct which comprises excellent examples of structures from a diverse range of architectural styles. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is strongly associated with government architect, Hillson Beasley. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
 

 

                  

 

    

 

 


