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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - Art Gallery & Museum Buildings: Government 
Geologist's Office 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"MUSEUM OF WA", 5 Francis Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address James Street, 5 Francis Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID H1106_000 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  
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Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1908 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Museum 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Art Gallery (fmr) is a component of the Eastern Wing of the Western Australian Museum Complex in the Perth 
Cultural Centre which also comprises the ‘Jubilee Wing’ and the former Government Geologists Office. This 
group of adjoining buildings built in three main phases of construction comprises a group of turn of the century 
Gold Boom buildings with some minor modern structures. The buildings are all parts of unfinished master plans 
of the 1890’s and 1910’s.  
Jubilee Building is located on the corner of Beaufort Street and the James Street pedestrian walkway. 
Government Geologists Office is located on the corner of Beaufort Street and Francis Street and ‘Art Gallery 
(fmr) is located between the two along Beaufort Street. These buildings partly surround Old Court House & Gaol 
to the south and east. 
Art Gallery (fmr) is a three-storey brick, stone and terracotta building showing influences of the Federation 
Gothic style and incorporating many elements of the Federation Romanesque style. The exterior fabric of Art 
Gallery (fmr) is largely intact apart from changes to the Beaufort Street entrance screen and some alterations to 
the western or rear elevation. 
The ground floor windows are grouped together by arcading which uses Meckering granite. The arch infills are 
decorated with embossed terracotta tiles. A cement enriched frieze runs along the level of the main eaves. 
Lighting for the first floor is by means of a lantern gallery, this being considered at the time as the best lighting 
for viewing pictures. The ground floor windows were considered to provide the best lighting for sculptures. The 
building was originally roofed with slates, but these have now been replaced by clay tiles. A frieze which runs 
around the walls of the first-floor gallery is a plaster cast of the Parthenon’s friezes (the Elgin Marbles). This 
gallery also features the magnificent lantern which is supported by a series of timber arcades. 
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Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile 

Architect George Temple Poole; John Grainger; Hillson Beasley 

Builder  

Other Associations Bernard Woodward; Sir John Winthrop Hackett; Dr James Sykes Battye; 
Ludwig Glauert; 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Construction work on Art Gallery (fmr) commenced in 1907 interconnecting with the earlier components of the 
Eastern Wing of the Western Australian Museum Complex (Jubilee Building to the south and Former Geologist’s 
Office to the north. When it opened in 1908 Art Gallery (fmr) accommodated a sculpture gallery on the ground 
floor and a painting gallery lit by a clerestory on the first floor. Plans for the building were prepared by Chief 
Architect Hillson Beasley who had succeeded George Temple Poole and John Grainger at the Public Works 
Department.  
The economic conditions resulting from the mineral boom of the 1970’s and the impetus provided by the State’s 
impending Sesquicentenary in 1979 made construction of a new building for the Art Gallery of Western Australia 
possible. In 1979 staff moved to the new Main Gallery Building located on Roe Street, next to the Police Courts 
which were integrated into the gallery complex in 1995. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

6. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries and institutes for self-education 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of the Federation Romanesque style of architecture. 
The place is associated with the expansion of the State under the influences of the Gold boom and the 
Government’s commitment to providing public cultural institutions.  
The place is closely associated with many individuals who have played an important part in the history and 
development of the State including the architects, and museum and art gallery curators. 
The longstanding contribution of Government Geologist’s Office as a significant cultural institution and fine 
architectural expression, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 
The place, together with other elements of the Western Australian Museum complex is rare in Australia for 
displaying a non-traditional free style of architecture in a time period when classical themes were typically 
chosen to symbolise the cultural values of civic and cultural institutions. 
The place is a representative example of the important public works projects undertaken in the Federation 
period. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is associated with the expansion of the State under the influences of the Gold boom and the 
Government’s commitment to providing public cultural institutions.  

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 
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The place, together with other elements of the Western Australian Museum complex is rare in Australia for 
displaying a non-traditional free style of architecture in a time period when classical themes were typically 
chosen to symbolise the cultural values of civic and cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of the important public works projects undertaken in the Federation 
period. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The longstanding contribution of Government Geologist’s Office as a significant cultural institution and fine 
architectural expression, contributes to the community’s sense of place. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of the Federation Romanesque style of architecture. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is closely associated with many individuals who have played an important part in the history and 
development of the State including the architects, and museum and art gallery curators. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA Central Perth Redevelopment Area Heritage Inventory 2016 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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