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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - State Library of Western Australia 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"STATE LIBRARY OF WA", 25 Francis Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Alexander Library 

Historical Street Address James Street, 25 Francis Street, 5 Francis Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 19951 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 31 August 2021 and effective from 6 May 2022 upon the 
gazettal of City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 
and Local Planning Scheme No. 26\ (Normalised 
Redevelopment Areas) Amendment No. 4 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings MRA 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1982 - 1985 (1982) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1985 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Library 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Library 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Late Modern 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

State Library of Western Australia is located on the north-west quadrant of the Perth Cultural Centre Heritage 
Precinct. The building has bands of precast concrete panels with alternating bands of glazing. There are large 
‘blade’ walls dividing sections of the building. The concrete and glazing band widths vary in each section. In one 
section each floor steps back from the one beneath.  
The main entrance to the building is from the James Street pedestrian walkway at the concourse level, with a 
secondary entrance from Francis Street. The axis of the building, as with the main Gallery Building of the Art 
Gallery, is set at a 45-degree angle to the street grid.  
There is a two-level carpark located beneath the library building. The carpark is accessed by three lifts located 
externally on the north, south and west faces of the main building. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete - Reinforced  

Walls 2 Material Glass 

Roof Material Concrete - Reinforced 

Architect Cameron Chisholm & Nichol 

Builder  

Other Associations Dr James Sykes Battye - librarian; Professor Emeritus Fred Alexander - 
Library Board Chairman 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The foundation stone for the Victoria Public Library, established to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria’s reign, was laid in St George’s Terrace in 1887. After being housed in temporary accommodation, the 
library moved to the Jubilee Building on the corner of Beaufort and James streets in 1897 which then housed the 
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Library, Museum and Art Gallery. Additional library accommodation was constructed in 1903 and a further wing, 
Hackett Hall was added to form the State Library in 1913. The first chief librarian, Dr James Sykes Battye was 
instrumental in establishing a collection of state records and an archives branch was founded in 1945. The 
archives branch of the State Library of Western Australia is named the Battye Library. The State Records Office 
is currently located within the State Library of Western Australia and occupies approximately 10% of the total 
footprint of the building.  
In 1977 planning began to bring the Library Board’s branches and collections, which were then scattered over 
three main buildings and three annexes, into a single building. The new six storey building designed by 
architects Cameron Chisholm and Nicol, in association with the Building Management Authority, was opened in 
June 1985 as the Alexander Library Building in celebration of Professor Fred Alexander, CBE, Fellow of the 
Library Board of Western Australia.  
The archival collections of the State Library of Western Australia were separated in 2001 following the passing 
of the State Records Act. Government Records went to the newly created State Records Office and the private 
archives and manuscripts remained with the Library as part of the J.S. Battye collections. The State Records 
Office continues to be housed in the State Library Building with a separate entrance at the western end of the 
Cultural Centre frontage. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

6. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries and institutes for self-education 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a good example of the Late Twentieth Century Late Modern style. It has a striking form and is an 
integral component of the wider Perth Cultural Centre Precinct which comprises excellent examples of 
structures from a diverse range of architectural styles. 
The planning and construction of the State Library of Western Australia is associated with the economic 
impetus provided by a second phase of mineral discovery in the state and the realisation of the Perth Cultural 
Centre. 
The collections and building of the State Library of Western Australia form a significant cultural institution and 
contribute to community’s sense of place. The State Records Office is also located within the building. 
The place is representative of the maturing of the state and the late twentieth century phase of development of 
its cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The planning and construction of the State Library of Western Australia is associated with the economic impetus 
provided by a second phase of mineral discovery in the state and the realisation of the Perth Cultural Centre. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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The place is representative of the maturing of the state and the late twentieth century phase of development of 
its cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The collections and building of the State Library of Western Australia form a significant cultural institution and 
contribute to community’s sense of place. The State Records Office is also located within the building. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a good example of the Late Twentieth Century Late Modern style. It has a striking form and is an 
integral component of the wider Perth Cultural Centre Precinct which comprises excellent examples of 
structures from a diverse range of architectural styles. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 20 3by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J (Ed);  
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