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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - PICA & Arts House 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"PICA", 51 James Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3003 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address James Street, 51 James Street, 53 James Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2028 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year  (1897 - 1914) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Combined School 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Museum 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

PICA & Arts House are located on the south-west corner of the Perth Cultural Centre Precinct site. PICA, the 
former Perth Boys’ School (1897), is a two-storey red brick and corrugated iron former school building in the 
Federation Free Classical style and currently accommodates The Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA). 
Arts House, the former Monitors’ School (1905, 1914) is a separate two-storey red brick structure to the west of 
PICA but has a more utilitarian style expression and provides accommodation for The Blue Room theatre. 
PICA is located in the former Perth Boys’ School Building. This building was designed to be seen in the round 
and is of the Federation Free Classical Style. It displays prominent external decorative elements, with much of 
the original detailing remaining. The building has red face brick walls set on a stone plinth. There are decorative 
elements to the entry porches, windows and eaves. The building has a corrugated iron hipped roof with raised 
sections over the central gallery spaces and a prominent tower element in the James Street facade. 
Arts House is located in the former 1905/1914 Monitors’ School. Former elements comprising the 1898 Manual 
Training Room, and 1906 Cookery and Laundry Centre were demolished c. 2006. This remaining structure has 
a rectangular form with bands of white render contrasting against the red brickwork and a gabled corrugated 
iron roof. A rendered masonry and glazed annexe has been constructed on the east side of the building in 
recent years providing a new entrance foyer and access to the upper storey. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal 

Architect John Grainger & Hillson Beasley; Donaldson & Warm 
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Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Perth Girls’ and Infants’ School was built on Lots Y19 and Y20 to a design by Richard Roach Jewell in 1877. In 
1897 the contract to house a new Perth Boys’ School and Perth Girls’ School in James Street was awarded. In 
June 1905 the first purpose built Monitors’ School in the state, for students who wished to sit the secondary 
school examination and simultaneously to become teachers, was opened in a building immediately to the west 
of the Perth Boys’ and Girls’ School building. Various auxiliary manual and household training buildings were 
grouped around the Monitors School.  
Over the next half century the group of buildings, known collectively as Perth Central School was adapted and 
added to in line with changes in education policy and the development of other facilities such as Perth Modern 
School in Subiaco and a new Perth Girls School in East Perth. The Perth Technical College moved into the 
buildings in 1958 and in the following decade the concept of establishing a Cultural Centre within the precinct 
was developed. TAFE (formerly Perth Technical College) vacated the former Central School buildings in 1988 
which were refurbished for occupation by PICA and officially opened on 8 November 1991. The former Monitors 
School, Household Management Centre and Manual Training School buildings collectively formed ‘Arts House’. 
The Monitors School has been retained, but other components have been demolished in the redevelopment of 
the site for the State Theatre Centre at the corner of Roe and William Streets. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 108 Government Policy 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 604 Innovators 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
6. Educating - 6.3 Training people for the workforce 
7. Governing Perth - 7.6.6 Providing services  
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of their styles of architecture. PICA in particular has landmark qualities due to its 
architectural detailing and prominent tower element. 
The place was constructed as part of the Perth Central School, the first central school in Western Australia, the 
philosophy of which was to provide a complete educational facility, with opportunities for post-primary 
education. The construction of the Boys’ School was the largest project undertaken for the Education 
Department in the 1890’s. 
The place has archaeological research potential in, around and under PICA & Arts House. 
Through its use as an educational facility over a period of ninety years, PICA & Arts House have significant 
associative value for the thousands of people who have studied there.  More recently, the place is valued for its 
associations with the local contemporary art scene. 
The place is the only remaining elements of the Perth Central School, an unusually large school complex in the 
early 1900’s. 
The place is representative of the shift in educational policy at the turn of the twentieth century. 
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NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was constructed as part of the Perth Central School, the first central school in Western Australia, the 
philosophy of which was to provide a complete educational facility, with opportunities for post-primary education. 
The construction of the Boys’ School was the largest project undertaken for the Education Department in the 
1890’s. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is the only remaining elements of the Perth Central School, an unusually large school complex in the 
early 1900’s. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has archaeological research potential in, around and under PICA & Arts House. 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the shift in educational policy at the turn of the twentieth century. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of their styles of architecture. PICA in particular has landmark qualities due to its 
architectural detailing and prominent tower element. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

Through its use as an educational facility over a period of ninety years, PICA & Arts House have significant 
associative value for the thousands of people who have studied there. More recently, the place is valued for its 
associations with the local contemporary art scene. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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