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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - Perth Court of Petty Sessions 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"ART GALLERY OF WA", James Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3001 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address James Street, 5 Francis Street; 4 Roe Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1963 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1905; 1995 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Courthouse 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Second Empire 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Perth Court of Petty Sessions is a classically planned, two storey, Donnybrook stone walled and tiled roof 
building designed in the Federation Second Empire style. The front façade of the building faces Beaufort Street. 
It consists of three protruding bays linked by recessed elements of the same height and style. The central bay 
has a clock built into the stone pediment.  
With the exception of the roof, which has seen the replacement of the slate with tiles and the removal of most 
decorative elements, the building and its details remains largely intact. Two enclosed links have been 
constructed to the rear and link to Main Gallery Building. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Hillson Beasley 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Perth Court of Petty Sessions was built as Police Courts in 1904-05 for Police, Local and Coroners’ Courts, with 
supporting accommodation on the ground floor, and office and administrative accommodation for the 
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Commissioner of Police, his staff and records on the first floor. The need for such a building and the means to 
build it arose from the Gold Boom, and the population growth and wealth it generated. 
The Police Courts building was designed by Hillson Beasley, who completed a prodigious number of building 
designs in Western Australia in his time as assistant and later chief architect at the Public Works Department. 
The building performed its intended function until 1951 and the court functions progressively took over the whole 
of the building. Wealth generated through the mineral boom in the 1970’s provided the impetus for planning of a 
new art gallery which would include Perth Court of Petty Sessions. 
The Police Courts remained in use until 1982 and then became available to the Art Gallery of Western Australia. 
Conservation and adaptation work was carried out in stages and completed in 1995. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social & civic facilities - 403 Law & order 
4. Social & civic facilities - 407 Cultural activities 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian materials in construction 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
7. Governing - 7.5.6 Policing Perth (Australia) 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia's cultural heritage 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of the Federation Second Empire style of architecture and contributes to the wider 
environment of the Perth Cultural Centre Precinct which comprises excellent examples of structures from a 
diverse range of architectural styles. 
The place was one of the PWD’s finest creative achievements and is a demonstration of the broad and eclectic 
skills of Hillson Beasley. 
Together with the Art Gallery Administration Building (the former Police Barracks), Perth Court of Petty 
Sessions demonstrates an early use of Donnybrook Stone and has capacity to teach about aspects of the 
stone’s durability and repair. 
The place is an important element in the evolution of court building in Western Australia. More recently the 
place has become a component of a significant cultural institution which together with its fine architectural 
expression and longstanding prominence contribute to the community’s sense of place. 
The place is one of only two buildings designed in Western Australian in the Federation Second Empire style. 
The place is representative of the important public works projects undertaken in the late 1890’s and early 
1900’s. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was one of the PWD’s finest creative achievements and is a demonstration of the broad and eclectic 
skills of Hillson Beasley. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is one of only two buildings designed in Western Australian in the Federation Second Empire style. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

Together with the Art Gallery Administration Building (the former Police Barracks), Perth Court of Petty Sessions 
demonstrates an early use of Donnybrook Stone and has capacity to teach about aspects of the stone’s 
durability and repair. 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the important public works projects undertaken in the late 1890’s and early 
1900’s. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is an important element in the evolution of court building in Western Australia. More recently the place 
has become a component of a significant cultural institution which together with its fine architectural expression 
and longstanding prominence contribute to the community’s sense of place. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of the Federation Second Empire style of architecture and contributes to the wider 
environment of the Perth Cultural Centre Precinct which comprises excellent examples of structures from a 
diverse range of architectural styles. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High (External); Moderate to low (internal) 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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