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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Cultural Centre - Art Gallery of Western Australia (Main Gallery 
Building) 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"ART GALLERY OF WA", James Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 3001 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address James Street; 4 Roe Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 16722 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 31 August 2021 and effective from 6 May 2022 upon the 
gazettal of City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 
and Local Planning Scheme No. 26\ (Normalised 
Redevelopment Areas) Amendment No. 4 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings MRA2 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1977-1979 (2011- new construction) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Brutalist 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Main Gallery Building (1979) is a five storey Late Twentieth-Century Brutalist style concrete-framed building 
clad with concrete blocks and with a space frame awning. The building faces the pedestrian walkway running 
from the Perth Railway Station to the Alexander Library. From this walkway (at the concourse level) the building 
reads as three levels in height. The fourth lower level is located below the paved concourse area and is at street 
level at Roe Street. The concourse level of the Art Gallery contains several hexagonal gallery spaces, an 
internal assembly area, service areas, bookshop, main foyer and café. The café is accessible from the 
pedestrian walkway. The floor above provides a large overhang over the front entrance to the Art Gallery. Main 
Gallery Building has linking buildings to both the Centenary Galleries and the Administration Building. The 
majority of the original fabric remains with minor alterations such as the extension of the cafe, new main doors 
and the interlinking building to the Centenary Galleries. In 2011, the installation of twin canopy additions was 
intended to replace the entry area to the Art Gallery and renovation works to the front façade were undertaken 
for maintenance. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect K. Sierakowski, Summerhayes & Associates 

Builder  
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Other Associations Philip Nadebaum - Engineer; Frank Ellis - Art Gallery Director 

HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Main Gallery Building was built to replace its predecessor in Beaufort Street, which was part of the historic 
museum, art gallery and library complex, and marks the second mineral boom and the maturing of the State and 
its cultural institutions.  
The construction of Main Gallery Building from 1977 was made possible by improved economic conditions 
resulting from the mineral boom of the 1970s and the impetus provided by the State’s impending 
Sesquicentenary in 1979. The Alexander Library, also part of the Perth Cultural Centre, was commenced in the 
same year. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts 
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of Late Twentieth Century Brutalist architecture. 
The construction of Main Gallery Building marks the second mineral boom and the maturing of the State and its 
cultural institutions. 
The place is highly valued for its function as a cultural institution and contributes to the community’s sense of 
place as part of the Perth Cultural Centre. 
The place demonstrated an innovative construction system and planning method in Western Australia and 
remains an uncommon form. 
The place is representative of the maturing of the state and the late twentieth century phase of development of 
its cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The construction of Main Gallery Building marks the second mineral boom and the maturing of the State and its 
cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place demonstrated an innovative construction system and planning method in Western Australia and 
remains an uncommon form. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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The place is representative of the maturing of the state and the late twentieth century phase of development of 
its cultural institutions. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is highly valued for its function as a cultural institution and contributes to the community’s sense of 
place as part of the Perth Cultural Centre. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of Late Twentieth Century Brutalist architecture. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair to Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
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