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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Roe Street Cottage (Demolished) 

Street Address “CULTURAL CENTRE” James Street, PERTH WA 6000 
"MUSEUM OF WA", 5 Francis Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Museum Grounds (Perth Cultural Centre) Lot 3000 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address James Street, 5 Francis Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 5111 

COP Property Key 176727 

Property Titles Lot 510 DP 409040 RESV37000 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Historic Site 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year c. 1863; 1993 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Relocated from 70 Roe Street, Roe Street Cottage is a single storey face brick and shingle dwelling in the 
Victorian Georgian style. This simple building is residential in nature. Roe Street Cottage is located behind the 
Francis Street building in the courtyard surrounding Old Perth Gaol. It is located to the west of the building. The 
front elevation of the building is symmetrical with a central front door and a double hung window either side. 
There is a verandah under a broken back roof with simple square timber posts. The polychromatic brickwork is 
laid in Flemish bond. Due to its relocation, the structure may be regarded as a display rather than an integral 
element of the Western Australian Museum site. 
 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Timber - Shingle 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Roe Street Cottage was re-erected on the Western Australian Museum site and officially opened by the Mayor 
of the City of Perth in March 1993. Constructed c.1863 at 70 Roe Street, the building described as a four-room 
cottage in City of Perth rate books in 1879, was dismantled c. 1986 and the material donated to the City of 
Perth. The Museum offered to have the building re-erected on its Perth site. The work was undertaken by a 
youth employment scheme as part of the museum’s 100th anniversary celebrations. The reconstruction involved 
the introduction of significant amounts of new material. The house is reputed to have been one of the last Roe 
Street brothels and was used for a scrap metal yard before being re-sited within the grounds of the Western 
Australian Museum. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and crafts  
6. People - 602 Early settlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian Materials in Construction 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has some aesthetic qualities in the simplicity of the Victorian Georgian style and attractive brickwork. 
The place has some social value for the communities involved with saving and re-erecting the fabric. 
The place demonstrates the degree to which historic places are valued by the community and the efforts to 
prevent the loss of such places. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place demonstrates the degree to which historic places are valued by the community and the efforts to 
prevent the loss of such places. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has some social value for the communities involved with saving and re-erecting the fabric. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has some aesthetic qualities in the simplicity of the Victorian Georgian style and attractive brickwork. 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Low level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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