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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Connections Nightclub

Street Address 87 James Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 87 James Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 27093
COP Property Key 176604
Property Titles Lot 8 P 3275

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1915
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial
Original - Specific Use Commercial
Present - General Use Social/Recreational
Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Ground floor shopfront with nightclub located on the first floor.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The area to the north of Perth (now known as Northbridge) was valued by the Whadjuk Nyoongar for its low
lying and swampy lakes system, which provided abundant resources. After colonisation, this land was not
settled as quickly as drier areas on the ridge of Perth. In 1854 some of the swampy land to the north of Perth
was drained producing fertile land for farming. As the population grew during the convict era of the 1850s the
land was subdivided into allotments circa 1860 and taken up by discharged soldiers, artisans and small
landholders. The area at this period was characterised by small cottages and businesses.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Connections Nightclub has historical significance for being established as Perth's first gay club in 1975, at a
time when homosexuality was criminalised.

It has high social significance to the LGBTQIA+ community.

The place represents the changing attitudes, legislative change and widespread social acceptance of people of
all genders and sexual orientations in the community.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

Connections Nightclub has historical significance for being established as Perth's first gay club in 1975, at a time
when homosexuality was criminalised.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place represents the changing attitudes, legislative change and widespread social acceptance of people of
all genders and sexual orientations in the community.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

It has high social significance to the LGBTQIA+ community.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Some/moderate — Category 3 — Contributes to the heritage of the locality

REFERENCES

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (Cons 4156/64 State Records Office of WA);

Connections website: https://www.connectionsnightclub.com/about-the-club/;

Cunningham K, 2020, online article: https://www.redbull.com/au-en/connections-gay-nightclub-perth-oral-history.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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