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Place Name Chung Wah Association Hall

Street Address 130 James Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description

Other Names Chung Wah Association Hall

Historical Street Address 130 James Street; 128-130 James Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2027
COP Property Key 176619
Property Titles Lot 301 DP 301672

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1911 (1911 - 1911)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - Specific Use Community Hall/Centre
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Restaurant

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey building with battlement parapet and open crown pediment; window openings on both levels have
been modified with modern fittings. Altered at ground level but central entrance retained.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect Chung Wah Association; P Barrett; Wright Powell & Cameron
Builder Chung Wah Association; P Barrett; Wright Powell & Cameron

Other Associations

HISTORY

The building was constructed in 1911 and was designed by architects Wright, Powell and Cameron. Chinese
men were recruited to work as labourers, pearlers, gardeners prior to convicts arriving in the colony. There was
opposition to the Chinese workers being present in the colony and the government restricted their entry to
Australia under the ‘White Australia policy’ which was passed in the first session of the Australian parliament in
1901. Chinese people who stayed in Western Australia formed community groups and shops which imported
goods, and provided facilities such as banking and postal services. Laundries and furniture factories run by
Chinese people were subject to restrictions by the government so competition was reduced. The Chung Wah
Association was formed in 1909 to represent the Chinese community and to stand against the restrictions
placed on them. The site was located in the middle of Chinese businesses in Northbridge. The building became
a place where people could socialise, it held a library and education area. Financial assistance was provided for
people to return to China. Many people returned during the 1930s to the 1950s. After immigration laws changed,
an increase in Chinese immigrants led to an increase in membership of the Association. In the 1970s the
cultural activities held at the Association aimed to maintain cultural heritage and language for the next
generation. The hall is the location of the Association’s administration and as an important place for the Chinese
community. The Chung Wah Banner has particular social value for the Chinese community, for its history,
aesthetic value and associations with the Hall. The banner, made of red and blue satin, is embroidered with
Chinese characters and symbols, while the white lining is painted in a traditional folk style
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Demographic settlement and mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees
. Demographic settlement and mobility - 103 Racial contact and interaction

. Demographic settlement and mobility - 107 Settlements

. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics

. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities

. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions

. People - 602 Early settlers

. People - 603 Local heroes and battlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonistion

. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies

. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
. Educating - 6.1 Forming associations, libraries and institutes for self education

. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.5.1 Preserving traditions and group memories

. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place displays aesthetic characteristics representative of the Federation Free style which contribute to the
eclectic mix of visual and cultural qualities of the Northbridge townscape.

The place is a landmark in Northbridge since its construction in 1911.The place was designed by architects
Wright, Powell and Cameron, the place adopts an established style with little expression of the ethnic
association of the user group.

The place is the home of the Chung Wah Association which developed as a response to the needs of Chinese
immigrants at the turn of the twentieth century, the majority of whom were single men.

The place is highly valued by the Chinese and wider community for its social, cultural and historic associations.
The place is representative of the ongoing commitment of the Chung Wah Association to the cultural, social and
educational life of the Chinese community in Western Australia.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

|

oo AW |

The place is the home of the Chung Wah Association which developed as a response to the needs of Chinese
immigrants at the turn of the twentieth century, the majority of whom were single men.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is representative of the ongoing commitment of the Chung Wah Association to the cultural, social and
educational life of the Chinese community in Western Australia.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations
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The place is highly valued by the Chinese and wider community for its social, cultural and historic associations.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place displays aesthetic characteristics representative of the Federation Free style which contribute to the
eclectic mix of visual and cultural qualities of the Northbridge townscape.

The place is a landmark in Northbridge since its construction in 1911.

The place was designed by architects Wright, Powell and Cameron, the place adopts an established style with
little expression of the ethnic association of the user group.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level
but intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Early Days Journal of the Royal Western Australian Historical Society Volume 11 Part 4 1998 by Tian Ming Cai
The History of the Chung Wah Association;

COP Heritage Places File 1.2/130;

HCWA Assessment December 1998;

Royal Western Australian Historical Society, Winner of Lee-Steere Essay Award January 1998 by Mr Tain Ming

Cai
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Chung Wah Association Hall 2002

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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