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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Russell Square

Street Address "RUSSELL SQUARE", 200 James Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description

Other Names Il Parco Dei Sosperi (The Park of Sighs)

Historical Street Address 200 James Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 15139
COP Property Key 175829
Property Titles Lot Y267 P 41439

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Urban Park
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 19/09/2006

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1873 (1871 - 1875)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Park/Reserve
Original - Specific Use Park/Reserve
Present - General Use Park/Reserve
Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

The park is rectangular in form and has a path running north - south through the middle of the park, and east -
west at Francis Street. A rotunda with artwork around its base is located in the middle of the park. There are
many mature trees located within the park and long its perimeter.

Toilets which did not have heritage value were demolished in 1999.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material
Architect
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Russell Square was named after Lord John Russell, Secretary of State for Colonies, 1839, and Prime Minister
1846-1852.Russell Square was set aside as a reserve in 1873. In the mid-1890s Perth City Council's City Parks
and Garden Committee established Russell Square with fountains and landscaping to form the character of the
park. The park was an important recreation space for the local residents. With the migration of European people
it was known as Il Parco Dei Sosperi (The Park of Sighs) due to the number of Italian couples who spent time in
the park courting.

Northbridge is an inner suburban area, named because it is just north of Perth across the railway bridge. It was
approved as a suburb name in 1982.The place is used for Fringe World each summer.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation & entertainment
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.11 Altering the environment

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
centres

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks & gardens

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The park which originated in the colonial period has a long-standing link with the local neighbourhood and is
amongst the oldest of the city's limited number of important public open spaces from this period.

The park is significant both as an amenity in its own right and for its amenity of the surrounding streetscape and
locality of which the park is a central focus and organising element.

The mature trees in the park have a high level of cultural significance as a group, and as individual specimens.
They are landmarks in the townscape and contribute to the vistas alone some of the principal streets in
Northbridge.

The trees are representative of the species widely planted in public places and institutional gardens in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The park is significant for its association with the evolution and development of the city form and fabric in the
colonial period and early twentieth century and display characteristics of that period in their scale geometric
layout and selection of trees that were planted. The park is significant for its contribution to the identity of the
locality and for association with particular ethnic communities and former residents.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The park which originated in the colonial period has a long-standing link with the local neighbourhood and is
amongst the oldest of the city's limited number of important public open spaces from this period.

The park is significant for its association with the evolution and development of the city form and fabric in the
colonial period and early twentieth century and display characteristics of that period in their scale geometric
layout and selection of trees that were planted.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The trees are representative of the species widely planted in public places and institutional gardens in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The park is significant for its contribution to the identity of the locality and for association with particular ethnic
communities and former residents.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community
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The park is significant both as an amenity in its own right and for its amenity of the surrounding streetscape and
locality of which the park is a central focus and organising element.

The mature trees in the park have a high level of cultural significance as a group, and as individual specimens.
They are landmarks in the townscape and contribute to the vistas alone some of the principal streets in
Northbridge.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1.117;
City Northern By-pass Assessment of significant trees Dec 1995 prepared for the Main Roads WA by Oline

Richards;
Develop WA - MRA - The Village Northbridge Heritage Inventory - Aug 2002 - Part 1 Pages 1-175

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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