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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Edith Dircksey Cowan Memorial Obelisk 

Street Address Kings Park Road, WEST PERTH 

Location Description Centre Malcom St, Kings Park Rd, Fraser Ave intersection 

Other Names Edith Cowan Memorial Clock 

Historical Street Address  

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2232 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles  
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Other Structure 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1934 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Original - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Present - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Granite obelisk with rough face to base and smooth cut stone to main structure. The obelisk features a profile of 
Edith Cowan in bronze and a clock. The words "erected in honour of Edith Dircksey Cowan OBE JP by those 
that admired her good works for humanity 1861-1932". First woman member of Parliament in Australia the 
words 'A Life of Service" are cast in bronze on the obelisk. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Edith Cowan was a pioneer in the emergence of Western Australian Women into public life. She was a leader in 
virtually every social welfare and women's rights organisation from the mid 1890's including the Karrakatta Club, 
the North Fremantle District Board of Education, Children's Protection Society, House of Mercy, the Women's 
Service Guild and the National Council of Women. Edith Cowan was also a justice of the peace and a member 
of the bench of the Children's Court. During World War 1 Edith Cowan worked for the Recruiting Committee, the 
Red Cross and the Soldiers Welfare Committee. Edith Cowan along with other women of the time claimed the 
rights of full citizenship including the right to sit in Parliament. In 1921 Edith Cowan was elected to the 
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Legislative Assembly as the Nationalist member for West Perth therefore being the first woman member of 
Parliament in Australia. One of Edith Cowan's first private member bills opened the legal profession to women. 
After her death in 1932, the Western Australian National Council of Women decided to erect a memorial. After 
much discussion about the location and form of the memorial, permission was sought with the Perth City Council 
to place it in the roundabout at the entrance of Kings Park. There was opposition to the proposal due to its 
design and commemoration of a person who it was perceived was not of national significance. By 1934 the 
construction had started and it was unveiled later that year. Over time, recognition of her work has grown and 
she has been commemorated in other ways such as the Federal electoral seat of Cowan and naming the Edith 
Cowan University after her. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts and craft 
4. Social & Civic Activity - 401 Government and politics 
4. Social & Civic Activity - 402 Education and science 
4. Social & Civic Activity - 404 Community services and utilities 
5. Outside influences - 501 World wars and other wars 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 
6. People - 606 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

7. Governing - 7.2 Developing institutions of self-government & demorcracy  
7. Governing - 7.2.2 Struggling for inclusion in the political process 
7. Governing - 7.2.3 Working to promote civil liberties 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7   Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.9   Commemorating significant events 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
9. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.3 Remembering the dead 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The Memorial commemorates the life and achievements of Edith Dircksey Cowan, Australia's first woman 
parliamentarian. 
The memorial is believed to be the first civic monument erected in Australia to honour an Australian woman. 
The Memorial is a fine example of the Inter-War Art Deco style incorporating indigenous floral motifs. 
The Memorial has landmark qualities and marks the entrance to Kings Park. 
The Memorial was designed by architect Harold Boas, the bronze portrait bust of Edith Cowan was by artist 
Margaret Johnson. 
The clocks on the Memorial are representative of the few remaining functioning public clocks in the city of Perth. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The memorial is believed to be the first civic monument erected in Australia to honour an Australian woman. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The clocks on the Memorial are representative of the few remaining functioning public clocks in the city of Perth. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The Memorial is a fine example of the Inter-War Art Deco style incorporating indigenous floral motifs. 
The Memorial has landmark qualities and marks the entrance to Kings Park. 
The Memorial was designed by architect Harold Boas, the bronze portrait bust of Edith Cowan was by artist 
Margaret Johnson. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The Memorial commemorates the life and achievements of Edith Dircksey Cowan, Australia's first woman 
parliamentarian. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity, has been recently conserved. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Edith Dircksey Cowan Memorial 2001 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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