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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Royal King's Park Tennis Club 

Street Address "KINGS PARK TENNIS CLUB", 21 Kings Park Road, WEST PERTH 

Location Description Kings Park Rd West Perth. Lot 980 P187915 

Other Names Mount Tennis Club (1899-1905) 

Historical Street Address 21 Kings Park Road 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3801 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles Lot 980 P187915 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings Kings Park Authority 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1899 (1899 - 1899) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The site is enclosed by gates which a driveway leads from, towards the buildings.  
The members stand and pavilion consists of a timber stepped viewing seats, with changerooms in the 
basement. A kitchen and club room are also located in the basement. The pavilion is constructed with bricks in 
an Anglo Dutch style. 
Other buildings on the site include the McGibbon Stand which is similar to the Members' Stand, Mursell Stand 
which are stepped concrete open viewing seats, Eastman Building which includes squash courts, dining and bar 
facilities and changerooms.  
In 2006 a new complex was built which includes an outdoor swimming pool. There are 30 tennis courts. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect Eales and Cohen 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

A 1897 plan (City of Perth No.7) shows the Mount Tennis Club on this location, albeit much smaller in area. It is 
thought that a group of West Perth residents who set up the Mount Tennis Club played social tennis in 1898 on 
a private court in the West Perth area and decided that they would like to establish a permanent club. As a result 
of their efforts the land for the first of our Club’s courts was granted in King’s Park (Perth Park) in 1899. 
The two asphalt courts and the first clubhouse were just the beginnings of what was to come. By 1902 the first 
grass tennis courts and a croquet lawn had been laid, and they were available for play on opening day of 1903. 
In 1905 a third grass court was set up, and after an additional land grant from the King’s Park Board in 1907, a 
further three grass courts were constructed in 1908. Circa 1905 the Club changed its name from Mount Tennis 
Club to King’s Park Tennis Club. The first pavilion was built in 1914 (no longer extant), by which time there were 
106 members and nine grass courts. A Members Stand and Pavilion was built in 1926, followed by the 
McGibbon Stand (1935) and the Mursell Stand (1956). The Eastman Building was erected in 1965.  
In 2006 a new complex was built which includes an outdoor swimming pool. There are 30 tennis courts. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11 Altering the environment 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1 Organising recreation 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming Associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.4 Pursuing common leisure interests 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is important as the major venue in Western Australia for State and international tennis competitions. 
The place is held in high esteem by the community for its association with international-class sporting 
competitions, notable games and well-known sporting identities. 
The Cape Dutch style of the spectator sports stands is rare in this State, as is the function of the place as an 
international tennis exhibition venue and its role as a major capital city institution.  
The place exhibits notable achievement and artistic excellence in the design of its man-made settings and the 
association of lawn courts and spectator stands within a natural bushland setting.  
The place contributes to the community's sense of cohesion through its accessibility to spectators and the media 
coverage of the sporting competitions which are held there. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The Cape Dutch style of the spectator sports stands is rare in this State, as is the function of the place as an 
international tennis exhibition venue and its role as a major capital city institution 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is important as the major venue in Western Australia for State and international tennis competition. 
The place is held in high esteem by the community for its association with international-class sporting 
competitions, notable games and well-known sporting identities. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place exhibits notable achievement and artistic excellence in the design of its man-made settings and the 
association of lawn courts and spectator stands within a natural bushland setting 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place contributes to the community's sense of cohesion through its accessibility to spectators and the 
media coverage of the sporting competitions which are held there. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Very Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity The place has a high degree of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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State Register Entry documentation P3801;  
Ian Molyneux and Associates, Architects: 'Royal King's Park Tennis Club Interim Conservation Plan 1996' 
(prepared for the Royal King's Park Tennis Club Inc. November 1996).  
The McGibbon Years (A History of the first Fifty Years of the Royal King’s Park Tennis Club) by Graeme and 
Lindsay Cox, 2002. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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