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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Edith Cowan's House & Skinner Gallery (fmr) 

Street Address 31 Malcolm Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 31 Malcolm Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3847 

COP Property Key 174867 

Property Titles Lot 220 DP 301703 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 8/09/2017 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1893; 1960 (1893 - 1962) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial/Residential 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Arts and Crafts 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Large two storey building with pitched CGI roof and prominent gable with wheel vent facing the street.  
Architectural details include a gazetted bay entrance and tall chimneys with corbelling. An art gallery (Skinner 
Gallery) was constructed as an extensions to the house is the 1960's. The 1960s gallery building is constructed 
of cream brick and is of little aesthetic significance. Not part of any intact streetscape, adjacent similar homes 
having been demolished in recent times. The adjacent area is increasingly characterised by high rise apartment 
buildings. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Stone - Limestone 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Face 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Malcolm Street was settled as a residential street from the 1890's. Only the southern side of the street was 
settled with houses having views over the Parliament House site and the Barracks. Around the turn of the 
century the Public Works Department took over the colonial built barracks and developed the site with a 
conglomeration of utilitarian structures. Circa 1930 Kings Park Road was upgraded but Malcolm Street remained 
a narrow suburban street (66ft wide) and something of a bottleneck between St. George's Terrace and the 
widened Kings Park Road. As a result, a strip was excised from the Parliament House site for road widening. 
House built for James and Edith Cowan in 1893 and was designed by Robert Thompson McMaster who 
designed other houses around Kings Park. Edith Cowan lived there from 1893-1896 when they moved to 
Cottesloe and rented the house out. In 1899 the house was rented to another tenant and it was used as a 
boarding house. The family moved back to the house in 1912-1919 when Edith was becoming active in social 
works and committees. The house was sold to Samuel James Phillips in 1919. The Cowan’s moved to No 71 
where she lived until her death in 1932. The house was divided into two flats in 1920 and continued in this 
format in the 1940s and 1950s. The house was owned by James and Rose Skinner, patron of the arts, from 
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1955. The two flats were converted into offices. They constructed the Skinner Gallery at the property which was 
opened in 1958. This gallery was prominent in the art world in Perth in the 1960's and 70's. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 307 Domestic activities 
4. Social & civic activity - 401 Government & politics 
4. Social & civic activity - 407 Cultural activities 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 605 Famous people & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

7. Governing - 7.2.3 Working to promote civil liberties 
7. Governing - 7.2.4 Forming political associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.2 Creating visual arts 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13    Living in cities & suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has close associations with Edith Cowan, the first woman member of an Australian parliament, and 
her husband, James Cowan, for whom the place was constructed, and who resided there at various times. 
The place has close association with Rose and Josiah Skinner, for whom the additional building was 
constructed in 1958, and who established the Skinner Gallery there, which was a leader in encouraging and 
promoting modern Australian art in the late 1950s and 1960s. 
The Skinner Gallery was one of the first purpose designed and built, privately run art galleries in Australia and 
the first in Western Australia. 
Although denuded of some of its architectural detail, the house retains many of the characteristics of a Victorian 
Rustic Gothic style house and does so in a manner which allows it to be a fine, distinctive remnant of the style. 
The ground floor of the gallery building contains the brightly lit and elegantly simple space of the gallery at the 
lower or ground floor level. 
The place has minor landmark quality in Malcolm Street. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The Skinner Gallery was one of the first purpose designed and built, privately run art galleries in Australia and 
the first in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

Although denuded of some of its architectural detail, the house retains many of the characteristics of a Victorian 
Rustic Gothic style house and does so in a manner which allows it to be a fine, distinctive remnant of the style. 
The ground floor of the gallery building contains the brightly lit and elegantly simple space of the gallery at the 
lower or ground floor level. 
The place has minor landmark quality in Malcolm Street. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has close associations with Edith Cowan, the first woman member of an Australian parliament, and 
her husband, James Cowan, for whom the place was constructed, and who resided there at various times. 
The place has close association with Rose and Josiah Skinner, for whom the additional building was 
constructed in 1958, and who established the Skinner Gallery there, which was a leader in encouraging and 
promoting modern Australian art in the late 1950s and 1960s. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. House has lost original detail including the front 
door, verandahs and out-buildings. The 1960s extension is largely as 
constructed. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Western Gateway Draft Concept Plan Report July 1995;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places Edith Cowan’s House & Skinner Gallery (fmr), 2017 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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