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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Pearl Villa

Street Address 47-55 Milligan Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names Milligan Hostel

Historical Street Address 47-55 Milligan Street; 453 Murray Street; 47-53 Milligan Street
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2078

COP Property Key 174902

Property Titles Lot 1P 66, Lot 2 P 66

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MH]I - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001

9/01/2004

No

No

12/02/2020 TRIM ID 43566/20
01/12/2008 TRIM ID P1710977 Original Copy 1;
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01/12/2008 TRIM ID 40021/13 Original Copy 2
Original Construction Year 1874; 1930 (1872 - 1876)
Additional Construction Year (1) 1928 - 1932
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRTYOFUSE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Pearl Villa is a two-storey face brick and iron building in the Victorian Regency style that was constructed in
1887 by Joseph Clarkson. It was used as private residential rental premises until 1930, when the two-storey
Hostel Milligan was constructed to the two street frontages. Two storey commercial building in the Art Deco
style, with truncated corner addressing the intersection of Murray and Milligan Streets. Simple detail with
parapet, rectangular windows, vertical emphasis with pilasters extending above the parapet. Loss of original
detail at street level. Awning not original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect

Builder Jesse Hammond; Joseph Clarkson; William Molloy

Other Associations

HISTORY

By 1852 Milligan Street had been surveyed and sold. Joseph Clarkson bought part of the property in 1886. The
Gold Boom in the 1880s resulted in an increased population and development in Perth. At this time the were
some large houses in the area, but mainly small cottages and vacant land. Pearl Villa, a two-storey brick house,
was constructed in 1887.The ownership changed in 1889 with J S Christie noted as the resident, with Clarkson
remaining as the owner until his death in 1890. The Christie family lived at the property for twenty years. In 1911
Otto Hermann was listed as the resident until 1913. In 1930 plans were drawn for a new building with shops on
the ground floor and accommodation on the first floor, also incorporating Pearl Villa into a hostel. The hostel was
an alternative to boarding houses and was a reasonably priced alternative to flats that were already built in
Perth. The popularity of affordable flats continued into the 1940s. The hostel continued operating into 2010s with
many long-term residents.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlement

2. Transport & communication - 202 Rail and light rail transport
3. Occupations - 307 Domestic activities

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

6. People - 603 Local heroes and battlers

6. People - 605 Famous people & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.22 Lodging people
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It is rare for a building of this form to exist in the city today.

The later additions demonstrate the expansion of metropolitan Perth during the 1930s.The place is associated
with Joseph Clarkson who made his fortune in the pearling industry.

The 1930s additions create a distinct Art Deco precinct.

The place was ideally located to take advantage of Perth's emerging public transport system.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The later additions demonstrate the expansion of metropolitan Perth during the 1930s.The place was ideally
located to take advantage of Perth's emerging public transport system.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

It is rare for a building of this form to exist in the city today.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The 1930s additions create a distinct Art Deco precinct.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history
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The place is associated with Joseph Clarkson who made his fortune in the pearling industry.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level
but intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

National Trust Assessment;
Conservation Plan - Milligan 47 53 - Pearl Villa & Hostel, TPG, 2013

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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