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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Narrows Bridge
Street Address Mitchell Freeway
Location Description Located over the Swan River

Other Names
Historical Street Address Mitchell Freeway

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 4795

COP Property Key

Property Titles

Place Type Other Structure
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 19/09/2006

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes

Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/06/1998 TRIM ID P1704122 Original
Original Construction Year 1959

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Transport
Original - Specific Use Bridge
Present - General Use Transport
Present - Specific Use Bridge
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General

Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Mains Roads of Western Australia Bridge No 953 including Main Roads Reserve to the north and south of the
bridge and the bed of the Swan River.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material
Architect
Builder

Other Associations Maunsell and Partners - Engineer

HISTORY

Narrows Bridge is important in the history of the development of the City of Perth. In 1849 an article which
proposed a bridge to be built at the Narrows was published in The Inquirer. This would provide a more direct
route between Perth and Fremantle, rather than the route via the Causeway. Proposals for a bridge continued
into the twentieth century. The bridge is the first physical manifestation of the Hepburn and Stephenson Plan,
which contributed to the Freeway Road system in the State and the Perth Metropolitan Region Scheme from the
1950s. Construction on the bridge began in 1957 and it was completed in 1959. In 1998 the Narrows was
widened and a train line constructed in the middle of the two spans.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Settlement & Mobility - 108 Government Policy

1. Settlement & Mobility - 109 Environmental change

2. Transport & communications - 201 River and sea transport
2. Transport & communications - 203 Road transport

5. Outside influences - 507 Water, power, major transport route
6. People - 606 Famous and infamous people
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.8.7 Building & maintaining roads

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.11 Altering the environment

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.14 Developing an Australian engineering &
construction industry

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.9 Commemorating significant events

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a strong landmark element of the visual landscape which comprises the built form of the City and
the Narrows Bridge and the natural form of the river and Mt Eliza.

This same visual resolution is apparent during the day and at night-time in the context of an illuminated City and
Bridge.

The place is the first physical manifestation of the Hepburn and Stephenson plan, which contributed to the
development of the Freeway road systems in the State and the Perth Metropolitan Region Scheme from the
1950s.The pre-stressed concrete structure is representative of innovative engineering technology and method
developed in the 1950s. The construction involved structural design, techniques and materials appropriate to a
low-profile structure in a visually, critical location with difficult foundation characteristics.

The place has associations with eminent consulting engineers, Maunsell & Partners in the U.K. and consulting
architects, Sir William Holford and Partners in the U.K., as an element of the Stephenson-Hepburn Report of the
1950s which emphasised the need for aesthetic consideration to be incorporated into the design of the Bridge.
The place contributes to the community's sense of place as an element in the landscape of the City.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is the first physical manifestation of the Hepburn and Stephenson plan, which contributed to the
development of the Freeway road systems in the State and the Perth Metropolitan Region Scheme from the
1950s.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place contributes to the community's sense of place as an element in the landscape of the City.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community
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The place is a strong landmark element of the visual landscape which comprises the built form of the City and
the Narrows Bridge and the natural form of the river and Mt Eliza.
This same visual resolution is apparent during the day and at night-time in the context of an illuminated City and

Bridge.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has associations with eminent consulting engineers, Maunsell & Partners in the U.K. and consulting
architects, Sir William Holford and Partners in the U.K., as an element of the Stephenson-Hepburn Report of the
1950s which emphasised the need for aesthetic consideration to be incorporated into the design of the Bridge.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

The pre-stressed concrete structure is representative of innovative engineering technology and method
developed in the 1950s. The construction involved structural design, techniques and materials appropriate to a
low-profile structure in a visually, critical location with difficult foundation characteristics.

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. Minor changes have occurred over time to reflect
the changes to the traffic system.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001,
Conservation Plan - Kwinana Freeway - Narrows Bridge, 1998

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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