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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Florence Hummerston Reserve

Street Address "FLORENCE HUMMERSTON RESERVE", 16 Mount Street, PERTH WA
6000

Location Description Corner St. Georges Terrace

Other Names
Historical Street Address 16 Mount Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 11930

COP Property Key 174846

Property Titles Lot L78 DP 222964
Place Type Urban Park
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 29/01/2008

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/2008 TRIM ID 98363/20 Draft;
01/04/2009 TRIM ID P1600887-1 Part 1 Copy 1;
01/04/2009 TRIM ID P1600887-2 Part 1 Copy 2;
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01/04/2009 TRIM ID 78522/09 Part 1 Copy 3;
01/04/2009 TRIM ID P1600888-1 Part 2 Copy 1,
01/04/2009 TRIM ID P1600888-2 Part 2 Copy 2

Original Construction Year 1898 (1896 - 1900)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Park/Reserve

Original - Specific Use Park/Reserve

Present - General Use Park/Reserve

Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco
Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

A triangle shaped gardens with a group of mature trees. There are seats located under the trees.
At the back there is a fountain with seats.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material
Architect
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The establishment of parks was closely linked to wealth with the result that Perth did not begin to develop a
comprehensive system of parks until after the goldrushes of the 1890's. The reserve was known as St Georges
Terrace Reserve and was probably laid out by City Gardener John Braithwaite. It had a simple geometric layout
including trees, hedges, fences and shrubs which enclosed the park. Paths led to the statue of Alexander
Forrest, erected in 1913, which was relocated to the corner of St Georges Terrace and Barrack Street in 1916.
Public debate on the lack of park land in Perth was voiced in editorials in the newspapers between 1875 and
1886. The provision of a network of parklands in central Perth and around the river were the themes central to
these concerns. In 18912/1913 the fences were removed from this and other parks around Perth.

In 1961 the McNess Memorial fountain was relocated to the reserve from Stirling Gardens due to potential
damage when a proposal for a new town hall was to be located in Stirling Gardens in the 1950s and early
1960s. It was renamed Florence Hummerston Reserve in 1970 in honour of the first female councillor of the City
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of Perth. She played an active role in organisations which looked after the welfare of women and children. The
reserve was redesigned in the 1980s in a more informal style.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements

4. Social & civic facilities - 404 Community services & utilities

4. Social & civic facilities - 409 Environmental awareness

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.2 Supplying urban services

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, town & cities

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historical significance as one of the earliest parks to be established in the city area. It retains
elements of early planting and layout.
It is the location of a 1941 memorial in the Art Deco style dedicated to Charles McNess.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as one of the earliest parks to be established in the city area. It retains
elements of early planting and layout.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

It is the location of a 1941 memorial in the Art Deco style dedicated to Charles McNess.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;
Draft Conservation Management Plan Florence Hummerston Reserve, EPCAD, 2008

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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