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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Lee-Steere House (fmr) 

Street Address 52 Mount Street, WEST PERTH WA  6005 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 52 Mount Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 4342 

COP Property Key 174853 

Property Titles Lot 101 D 63706 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1892 (1890 - 1894) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Residential 

Present - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Large two storey residential building with hipped and gabled roof to original section. Various extensions to the 
rear. Verandahs with timber posts and ornamental timber brackets. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Stone - Limestone 

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume  

Architect Everad Firebrace Darlot; Lee Steere; J J Talbot Hobbs 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Mount Street appeared on the first statutory plan of Perth prepared by A. Hillman and signed by Governor John 
Hunt in 1845, however, it was not established and settled until much later. Mount Street developed, along with 
West Perth generally, in the late 1890's and early 1900's. The elevated position made the area prime real estate 
and the area was characterised by large, often architect designed, mansions. Mount Street has always been an 
extremely prestigious address and has included embassies and homes of prominent families and notable 
individuals in the context of the history of the city and the state. The house was built in 1892 for Everard 
Firebrace Darlot and designed by John Talbot Hobbs.  
Darlot was a pastoralist and owned stations in the Mid- West. He was the Member for the Legislative Assembly 
for Murchison. In 1910 Ernest and Bridget Lee Steere bought the property. Lee Steere had a business hauling 
goods and ore and also established a station near Meekatharra. The house was rented from the 1920s as the 
Lee Steere’s moved to Toodyay. In the 1960s the house was used as a hotel. Some of these large houses were 
converted to flats in the 1950's, 60's & 70's, and there were also a number of apartment blocks constructed in 
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this period. The family sold it in 1975. During the 1970s it was owned by the Anglican Church which operated 
health and community services from it. The property was subdivided and sold, while the house was retained by 
the Anglican Church. The house was restored and used as the official residence of the Anglican Archbishop. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlement 
3. Occupations - 307 Domestic activities 
4. Social & civic activity - 404 Community services and utilities 
4. Social & civic activity - 406 Religion  
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 605 Famous people & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national) economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburb 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions & ceremonies 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in & around Australian homes 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities & suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a fine example of a two-storey limestone and brick residence in the Federation Queen Anne style; 
the place was built during the gold boom years in Western Australia as one of the first substantial residences in 
the Mount Street precinct, and remains an impressive aesthetic statement in the street. 
The place was designed by prominent Perth architect John Talbot Hobbs and is typical of his high level of 
artistic achievement applied to a residential building. 
The place was owned and occupied by significant individuals in the history of Western Australia, including 
Everard Firebrace Darlot and his family and the Lee Steere family, and has been the residence of the serving 
Anglican Archbishop of Perth since 1986. 
The place demonstrates a distinctive time in the development of the City of Perth and a type of development 
that is becoming less common with the promotion of more intensive urban development. 
The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as an aesthetically striking residence in an inner city 
location, and as a reminder of the peak years in the residential development of central Perth. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place demonstrates a distinctive time in the development of the City of Perth and a type of development that 
is becoming less common with the promotion of more intensive urban development. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place contributes to the community’s sense of place as an aesthetically striking residence in an inner city 
location, and as a reminder of the peak years in the residential development of central Perth. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of a two-storey limestone and brick residence in the Federation Queen Anne style; 
the place was built during the gold boom years in Western Australia as one of the first substantial residences in 
the Mount Street precinct and remains an impressive aesthetic statement in the street. 
The place was designed by prominent Perth architect John Talbot Hobbs and is typical of his high level of 
artistic achievement applied to a residential building. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was owned and occupied by significant individuals in the history of Western Australia, including 
Everard Firebrace Darlot and his family and the Lee Steere family, and has been the residence of the serving 
Anglican Archbishop of Perth since 1986. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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COP Heritage Places File 1.83/52;  
Mount Street Precinct; Built Form and Urban Design Study by Rizzo and Associates Pty Ltd, Chris Antill 
Planning and Urban Design Consultants, van der Meer and Associates Pty Ltd and Considine and Griffiths 
Architects Pty Ltd; 
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Residence, 52 Mount Street, 2005 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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