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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St Georges College & Two Cork Oak Trees 

Street Address "ST GEORGE'S COLLEGE", 44 Mounts Bay Road, CRAWLEY WA  6009 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 44 Mounts Bay Road 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3237 

COP Property Key 177143 

Property Titles Lot 7 D 9045, Lot 6 D 9045 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings   

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/03/2004 TRIM ID 66753/06 Draft 

Original Construction Year 1930 (1929 - 1968) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Tertiary Institution 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A substantial residential college built in the Inter-War Gothic style in brick and tile and featuring small paned 
casement windows, crenellations and a dominant central tower with a large entrance archway.  
The design of the building is influenced by English University buildings of Oxford and Cambridge.  
The building is set back from the road with formal gardens featuring terracing, lawns and massed planting of 
exotic trees. 
Two examples of Cork oak trees, one located in courtyard in front of St. George’s College facing Stirling 
Highway and the other in back, between the Chapel ad courtyard.  
Both are major elements in the St. George’s Garden and contribute to the historic significance of the garden. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect J J Talbot Hobbs 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The University College Act of 1926 provided for the allocation of land (2 hectares) for the purpose of erecting 
university colleges.  The Church of England established the Council of St George’s College for the purpose of 
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developing the first residential college.  In 1927 Council commissioned the firm of Hobbs, Smith and Forbes to 
prepare the designs.  Sir Talbot Hobbs was a trustee of the Anglican archdiocese from 1920 to 1926 and a 
senior partner.  The foundation stone was laid in May 1929, the building was completed in 1930 and opened in 
April 1931.  The kitchen was rebuilt and a new south wing and Sub-Warden’s house was opened in 1962.  A 
north wing was completed in 1968.  Both additions designed by architects Hobbs Winning and Leighton. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities 
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science 
6. People - 604 Innovators6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national) economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.3 Developing institutions 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities6. Educating - 6.4 Building systems of higher education 
7. Governing - 7.8 Establishing regional & local identity 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions & ceremonies 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities & suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a substantial building constructed in the Inter-War Gothic style.   
The place is a well-known landmark on Mounts Bay Road, Crawley.   
The place has social and historic significance as the first residential college associated with the University of 
WA Crawley campus.   
The place has historic significance for associations with prominent West Australian and architect, Sir Talbot 
Hobbs.  
The gardens, which include two Cork Oak trees, are of aesthetic significance as a twentieth century institutional 
garden. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has social and historic significance as the first residential college associated with the University of WA 
Crawley campus. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 
    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-3237 
 

  

            
      

Page 4 of 6 
 

     

            

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social and historic significance as the first residential college associated with the University of WA 
Crawley campus. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a substantial building constructed in the Inter-War Gothic style. 
The place is a well-known landmark on Mounts Bay Road, Crawley. 
The gardens, which include two Cork Oak trees, are of aesthetic significance as a twentieth century institutional 
garden. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has historic significance for associations with prominent West Australian and architect, Sir Talbot 
Hobbs. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.96/30;  
R.J. Ferguson Crawley Campus, The Planning and Architecture of the University of WA UWA Press, 1993; 
Foundation Stone;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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