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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Bishop's House 

Street Address 78-90 Mounts Bay Road, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 78-90 Mounts Bay Road; 78 Mounts Bay Road 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2093 

COP Property Key 184355 

Property Titles Lot 58 DP 54973 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2007 TRIM ID 65592/20 Original 

Original Construction Year 1859 (1859 - 1859) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Housing or Quarters 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Restaurant 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey Georgian mansion set in attractive original gardens. Rectangular building with hipped roof which was 
originally shingled with decorative chimneys. The building has 12 paned double sash windows with a steeply 
pitched verandah at ground floor level. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Handmade 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The house was completed in 1859 in readiness for the first Anglican Bishop of Perth, Matthew Hale. He had 
initiated its construction in 1856 when he visited and bought the land for the house. This consisted of four 
allotments on which stood a house and stable. He later bought more land to the west as far as Spring St.  
The original Bishop's House incorporated the earlier structure at the western end of the lot.  The earlier structure 
was believed to have been built with stables and outbuildings in the 1840's and was owned by Edward 
Hammersley. The stables and outbuildings have subsequently been demolished. The original building was 
roofed with Sheoak shingles.  
For nearly a century Bishop's House was a major centre for social, intellectual and religious life in Perth.  Bishop 
Hale promoted debating, amateur dramatics and book clubs.  In 1860 Bishop Hale erected the Bishop's Cottage 
for the clergy and in 1872 a two-storey house on the site was used for the education of aboriginal children.  

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 
    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       

 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            

 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 

   

Heritage ID-2093 
 

  

            

      

Page 3 of 7 
 

     

            

Bishop Parry enlarged the adjacent cottage for his own residence, and this was also used by Archbishops Riley 
and de Tann. The grounds were planned by Bishop Hale and included English Oaks and an orchard.  
[COP Heritage Places File No 1.12/78; Ray Oldham in the West Australian August 20, 1966]  
In the 1950's the building was used by Legacy and became known as Legacy House.   
In the 1980's the house was purchased by Alister Mc Alpine and together with the gardens, was restored by his 
company, Australian City Properties. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
3. Occupations - 307 Domestic activities 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services & industries 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 
6. People - 602 Early settlers6. People - 605 Famous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.1 Living as Beeloo (Perth, Australia's) first inhabitants 
2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.3 Coming to Australia as a punishment 
2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.3   Developing institutions 
5. Workers - 5.2 Organising workers & workplaces (Ticket of Leave Men) 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building a system of higher education 
6. Educating - 6.6 Educating Aboriginal people in two cultures 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6 Worshipping 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.6 Running city missions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.7 Running missions to Australia's Aboriginal people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in around Australian homes 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is associated with the establishment and growth of Perth and has been an important and substantial 
landmark since 1859. 
The place is the only Victorian Georgian style residence remaining in the City of Perth. 
The place is closely associated with Bishop Mathew Blagden Hale, Perth’s first Anglican Bishop. 
The place has important religious associations as the residence of Anglican Bishops and Archbishops of Perth 
for almost 100 years. 
The place is aesthetically pleasing and provides a visual oasis in an area of high-rise office developments and 
contributes to the Perth community's sense of place. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is associated with the establishment and growth of Perth and has been an important and substantial 
landmark since 1859. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is the only Victorian Georgian style residence remaining in the City of Perth. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is aesthetically pleasing and provides a visual oasis in an area of high-rise office developments and 
contributes to the Perth community's sense of place. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is closely associated with Bishop Mathew Blagden Hale, Perth’s first Anglican Bishop. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored to original detail. Garden 
restored to original. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 171, 190 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J (Ed);  
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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