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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Old Swan Brewery 

Street Address "SWAN BREWERY SITE", 171-173 Mounts Bay Road, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Old Swan Brewery; site of Swan Brewery including public carpark 

Historical Street Address 171-173 Mounts Bay Road 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID H0242_000 

COP Property Key 174403 

Property Titles Lot 1036 DP 93325, Lot 1037 DP 93325, Lot 1047 DP 218254, Lot 
1035 DP 27187, Lot 1034 DP 190917 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/06/1989 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement 19/01/1993 TRIM ID 284307/14 

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/1998 TRIM ID No Copy 

Original Construction Year 1879 (1879 - 1879) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Industrial/Manufacturing 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Group of brick structures dating from various periods from the 1880's relating to the brewing industry.  
Refurbishment was commenced on the site amid protest from the Aboriginal community in the early part of 
1990's. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Pointed 

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Montague Cohen; J J Talbot Hobbs 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Swan Brewery, established on Mounts Bay Road in 1879, grew by the 1890's to become the leading 
brewery in WA.   During the early 1900s it produced 25-40% of beer in WA.  By 1924 it controlled 50% of the 
beer market in WA.  From circa 1950 it had a monopoly in brewing in WA and until the 1960's was the state's 
largest single employer (along with WA newspaper). Early history of the site includes colonial boat building, first 
Aboriginal School, first use of steam power for floor and timber mill. Kings Park was among the places of 
Western Australia inhabited by the Nyungar people for thousands of years prior to European settlement.  
Goonininup, at the base of Mooro Katta is the area of the park (where Kennedys Fountain is now located) marks 
the site of the spring.  This area is significant to the Aboriginal people because it is the home of the mythical 
Rainbow serpent the Waugal. In 1827 Captain James Stirling made a survey of the Swan River and took on 
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water at this point two years prior to returning to the area to establish the colony of Western Australia.  Because 
of the water the area quickly attracted commerce with a boat building yard being constructed near the spring 
followed by a steam mill. The volume of traffic which passed the area encouraged the Perth Temperance 
Society to install a horse trough and cup and shortly after Mounts Bay Gardens became the Convict Depot.  In 
1869 the Convict Hiring Depot became the Invalid Depot and Poor House for indigent old men. In 1861 
Governor Kennedy had a cistern built to collect water from the natural spring. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 103 Racial contact & interaction 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict) 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements (colonisation) 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
2. Transport & communication - 201 River & sea transport 
3. Occupations - 309 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 310 Manufacturing & processing 
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry & tourism 
4. Social & civic facilities - 401 Government & politics 
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Beeloo's (Perth, Australia’s) first inhabitants 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.3 Coming to Australia as punishment 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.6.2 Displacing Aboriginal people 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.8 Moving goods & people 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.8.4 Making economic use of inland waterways 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11.2 Reclaiming land  
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11.5 Establishing water supplies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.12.5 Retailing food & beverages 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.13 Developing an Australian manufacturing 
capacity 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.14.1 Building to suit Perth (Australian) 
conditions 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.14.2 Using West (Australian) materials in 
construction 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.17 Inventing devices 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4   Creating capital cities 
5. Workers - 5.2 Organising workers & workplaces 
6. Educating - 6.6 Educating Aboriginal people in two cultures 
7. Governing - 7.5 Governing Australia’s colonial possessions  
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historical significance as the location of the first boat building area; and it was the location of mills 
for flour and timber and steam power was first used in these mills. 
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The place has historical significance as the location of one of the convict guard headquarters and convict hiring 
depot. 
The place was the location of the first Aboriginal school. 
The place has historical significance as one of the largest employers in Western Australia.  
The place used progressive technology in the brewery. 
The place has aesthetic significance as a cohesive group of buildings located along the Swan River and they 
make a contribution to the landscape. 
The place is important to Aboriginal culture. 
The place is a historical landmark. 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historical significance as the location of the first boat building area; and it was the location of mills 
for flour and timber and steam power was first used in these mills. 
The place has historical significance as the location of one of the convict guard headquarters and convict hiring 
depot. 
The place was the location of the first Aboriginal school. 
The place has historical significance as one of the largest employers in Western Australia. 
The place is a historical landmark. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is important to Aboriginal culture. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has aesthetic significance as a cohesive group of buildings located along the Swan River and they 
make a contribution to the landscape. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

The place used progressive technology in the brewery. 
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HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Fair, adaptation partially undertaken. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.93;  
HCWA Assessment 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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