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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commonwealth Bank of Australia Building 

Street Address 242 Murray Street Mall, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 242 Murray Street Mall 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2064 

COP Property Key 176915 

Property Titles Lot 123 P 4845 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement 27/01/1997 TRIM ID 51132/20;  
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21/06/04 TRIM ID 38451/04 

Conservation Management Plan 01/10/1998 TRIM ID P1709418 Original 

Original Construction Year 1920 (1920 - 1920) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Bank 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Beaux-Arts 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Large formal commercial building. Granite cladding at ground floor level. Arched openings to street, classical 
detail to facade at upper levels, recessed windows behind circular columns. good example of Beaux Arts style. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Stone - Sandstone 

Walls 2 Material Stone - Granite  

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume  

Architect Commonwealth Bank; J S Murdoch 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building provides banking chambers and associated offices for the Commonwealth of Australia. The 
Commonwealth acquired land between Murray and Wellington Street for the accommodation of government 
offices- General Post Office, Commonwealth Bank headquarters and Customs Department in 1911. The 
Customs Department wasn’t built. In 1916 plans were made to create a street between Murray and Wellington 
Streets for a civic precinct facing the railway station. Forrest Place was created in 1924. In 1929 plans were 
drawn for the Commonwealth Bank building by the Commonwealth Government Architect. Construction started 
in 1930 and the timber was supplied by Bunnings. The building was opened in 1933 and had the latest 
technologies of the time. 
By the 1970s the building was renovated to modernise it. In the 1980s Forrest Place was redeveloped into a 
civic precinct. The change in the bank’s policy to be more friendly and relaxed led to the internal rooms to be 
more open and the banking hall to be restored to its 1930s design. 
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The bank has moved from this location and the ground floor has been divided into retail tenancies. The upper 
floors are currently used for offices. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict) 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
2. Transport & communications - 209 Technology & technological change 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
4. Social & Civic Activities - 401 Government and politics 
4. Social & Civic Activities - 408 Institutions 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom 
5. Outside influences - 505 Markets 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18 Financing Australia 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18.2 Banking and lending 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Perth's (Australia's) heritage  
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place defines the southern end of Forest Place and, with its strongly modelled facade and well-defined 
corners, gives a sculptural quality to Forrest Place and contributes a vital element to the streetscape. 
It is a significant example of the Inter-War Beaux-Arts style of architecture, of which there are few examples in 
Perth.  
The use of steel frame construction, allowing monumental construction characterised by large open spaces 
inside the building.  
The place is closely associated with the Commonwealth Government's programmes of employment, during the 
Depression of the 1930's, through public building and infrastructure programmes.   
The place is closely associated with the provision of Commonwealth Government and banking serves in 
Western Australia.   
The place is representative of the changes in styles of banking practice and technology in the late twentieth 
century. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is closely associated with the Commonwealth Government's programmes of employment, during the 
Depression of the 1930's, through public building and infrastructure programmes.   
The place is closely associated with the provision of Commonwealth Government and banking serves in 
Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of the changes in styles of banking practice and technology in the late twentieth 
century. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place defines the southern end of Forest Place and, with its strongly modelled facade and well-defined 
corners, gives a sculptural quality to Forrest Place and contributes a vital element to the streetscape. 
It is a significant example of the Inter-War Beaux-Arts style of architecture, of which there are few examples in 
Perth. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

The use of steel frame construction, allowing monumental construction characterised by large open spaces 
inside the building. 

 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact and it has had some unsympathetic internal changes recent 
restoration work has been undertaken to reverse this. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings, (1979) pp 61, 67, 68, 117, 131, 213 by Pitt Morrison, M and 
White, J;  
COP Heritage Places File 1.33/242;  
Visual Assessment;  
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City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places-Assessment Documentation Commonwealth Bank, Perth, 1995 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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