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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Young Australia League Building 

Street Address 1-7/45 Murray Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 45 Murray Street; 45 & 55 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2052 

COP Property Key 177701 

Property Titles Lot 1-7 SP 34165 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/09/2008 TRIM ID 100562/08 Draft;6 
 01/02/2009 TRIM ID 16969/09 Original 

Original Construction Year 1924 (1924 - 1924) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Community Hall/Centre 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Community Hall/Centre 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storey rendered brick building with unusual contrasting classical entrance porch flanked by circular pillars. 
Building characterised by horizontal banding at ground floor level, variety of window details and decorative 
parapets. Two storey section behind building contains fine original internal timber details and formal hall. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect FJ Deacon; Oldham Boas; Young Australian League 

Builder FJ Deacon; Oldham Boas; Young Australian League 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Young Australian League Building was constructed in 1924 as a memorial to members of the League killed in 
World War 1. The YAL was a patriotic, independent, non-political, non-sectarian youth organisation founded in 
W.A. by John Joseph Simons (known as Boss) in 1905.  It developed readily out of a branch of the West 
Australian Football Association of which the charismatic Simons was secretary from 1909-1914.   The aim of the 
League was to develop a spirit of Australian nationalism in young boys.  The Young Australian League also 
developed a youth camp at Araluen, (adjacent Araluen Park). The organisation enjoyed widespread popularity 
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particularly in the inter-war period.  The foundation stone was laid on 23 April 1922 by the then Prime Minister, 
William Morris Hughes. 
In the 1970s Gilkisons Dance Studio occupied a portion of the building which continues to the present. A 
museum for the Young Australia League is located in the ground floor. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
4. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions 
5. Outside influences - 501 World war & other wars 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.3 Developing institutions 
4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns & cities 
8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
9. Marking the phases of life - 9.2.2 Forming youth organisations 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has been associated with the activities of the Young Australia League from the time of purchase by 
the League in 1920/1921 and is associated with the founder of the Young Australia League, J.J. Simons, and 
with other prominent West Australians who were members of the organisation including State Premier Sir 
Walter James and prominent architect Lionel Boas whose architectural firm Oldham Boas was responsible for 
the design of the Young Australia League Building. 
It is also associated with the thousands of young people who took part in the programmes of the League. 
The place is representative of the Young Australia League philosophy and a way of life based on the 
expression of Australian nationalism and has been associated with the development of youth organisations in 
Australia and overseas. 
The place is a rare example of the Inter-War Free Classical style enhanced by an unusual facade with a two-
storey colonnade, semi-enclosed court and strong vertical detailing. 
The place forms an important component of the streetscape. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is a rare example of the Inter-War Free Classical style enhanced by an unusual facade with a two-
storey colonnade, semi-enclosed court and strong vertical detailing. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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The place is representative of the Young Australia League philosophy and a way of life based on the expression 
of Australian nationalism and has been associated with the development of youth organisations in Australia and 
overseas. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place forms an important component of the streetscape. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has been associated with the activities of the Young Australia League from the time of purchase by 
the League in 1920/1921 and is associated with the founder of the Young Australia League, J.J. Simons, and 
with other prominent West Australians who were members of the organisation including State Premier Sir 
Walter James and prominent architect Lionel Boas whose architectural firm Oldham Boas was responsible for 
the design of the Young Australia League Building.It is also associated with the thousands of young people who 
took part in the programmes of the League. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair to Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;6 
 COP Heritage Places File 1.49/45;6 
 HCWA Assessment; notes prepared for the Heritage Community by Wayne Mredonndt June 1995 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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