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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Chief Secretary/Public Health Department (fmr)
Street Address 57 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description
Other Names
Historical Street Address 57 Murray Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2053
COP Property Key 193479
Property Titles Lot 501 P 65049 RESV50336 C Class

PLACE DETAILS

Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
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Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings
Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Adopted

No

01/06/2000 TRIM ID P1705446 Original;
01/06/2013 TRIM ID 129475/14 Original;
01/06/2013 TRIM ID 129477/14 Appendices;
01/06/2013 TRIM ID 129480/14 Appendix No 4;
01/06/2000 TRIM ID P1705447 Original

1912 (1912 - 1912)

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use
Original - Specific Use
Present - General Use
Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General
Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Governmental
Office or Administration Building
Governmental
Office or Administration Building

High

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Free Classical

Two storey symmetrical building with 3 central arched openings and small iron balcony at first floor level.
Hipped roofs with ventilation gables.
Rock faced stone detail used as a feature around productive entrance.

Walls 1 Material
Walls 2 Material
Roof Material

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

Stone - Sandstone

Tile - Terracotta

Colonial Secretary's Department/Chief Secretary's Department; Department
of Aboriginals; Dr James Ho

Colonial Secretary's Department/Chief Secretary's Department; Department
of Aboriginals; Dr James Ho
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HISTORY

Public building constructed in 1912 as part of the extensive programme of Public Works carried out in Perth in
the period of expansion following the gold boom of the 1890's. The original lot the building is located was owned
by Edward Stone and Septimus Burt who were partners in a law firm. Their office was located on the property as
well as St George’s Hall, which was the first theatre in Perth. In 1896 the land was transferred to the Crown,
except the portion where the law office was located. St Georges Hall became the Government Photo
Lithographic Office. Other buildings were located on the property. In 1911 it was proposed that the property was
to be redeveloped as the Perth Medical and Health Department building which would accommodate the
increase in staff. Probably one of the last buildings in Perth to use Donnybrook Sandstone for the whole facade.
The building was built in 1912 as a result, of a tender let to Mr SB Alexander in 1911 for the sum of 10,397
pounds to a design prepared by the Public Works Architect Hillson Beasley. Various State government
departments have been located in this building including the Health Department, Chief Secretary’s Department
and Department of Native Affairs and Pollution Control division of the Environmental Protection Agency which
was the last department to occupy the building. During the time the building was Department of Native Affairs
was the time of the Stolen Generations and when the Government controlled Aboriginal people’s lives. Many
people waited outside the building for information.

The building has been used for community welfare organisations and is currently the location of Yokai which is
an advocacy organisation to action the Bringing Them Home Report.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 102 Aboriginal occupation

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 103 Racial contact and interaction
4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics

4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities

6. People - 601 Aboriginal people

6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian materials in construction
7. Governing - 7.5.9 Providing services and welfare

7. Governing - 7.5.10 Enforcing discriminatory legislation

7. Governing - 7.5.11 Administering Aboriginal Affairs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was associated with, and occupied by, a number of State Government departments dating from its
construction in 1912 until 1992, including in particular the Public Health and Medical Department; the Chief
Secretary’s Department; and the Department of Aborigines and Fisheries and as such represents the
administration of the State Government from 1912 to the 1990s.

The place is a fine example of the work of Chief Architect Hillson Beasley with its high design quality exhibited
in its planning, the design of the facade of the building featuring Donnybrook stone, large windows and finely
detailed iron balustrading and internal detailing including ornate moulded ceilings, clear leadlights and fine
timber details including the staircase and an Arts and Crafts style fireplace surround.

The place is a major component of the streetscape by virtue of its fine detailing and the distinctive Donnybrook
stone fagade.

The place was the office of the Department of Aborigines from 1922 to 1944/1945, and for the Chief Protector of
Aborigines A. O. Neville, from 1926 to his retirement in 1940, and was therefore associated with the
development and implementation of State Government policies towards Aboriginal people such as the removal
and assimilation of children of mixed descent and the resettlement of Aboriginal families at Government
settlements such as Moore River.

These policies had a major impact on the lives of many Aboriginal people who in recent times have been
prominent in the reconciliation process.
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The place was associated with the development of public health administration in Western Australia and
specifically with the Health Act, 1911, which established the Public Health and Medical Department for which
the building was constructed in 1912.

It provided accommodation for the first Commissioner of Public Health Dr James Hope from 1909 to 1915, and
Dr R. C. Everitt Atkinson, Commissioner from 1915 to 1944.

The place provided accommodation for the Chief Secretary’s Department from 1912 to 1970/1971 and for
various Chief Secretaries including the Hon. John Michael Drew, MLC, and Undersecretary Hubert Charles
Trethowan.

The place was constructed by builder S. B. Alexander, who was also the proprietor of the Donnybrook
Freestone quarries.

The place is highly valued by the community.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was the office of the Department of Aborigines from 1922 to 1944/1945, and for the Chief Protector of
Aborigines A. O. Neville, from 1926 to his retirement in 1940, and was therefore associated with the
development and implementation of State Government policies towards Aboriginal people such as the removal
and assimilation of children of mixed descent and the resettlement of Aboriginal families at Government
settlements such as Moore River. These policies had a major impact on the lives of many Aboriginal people who
in recent times have been prominent in the reconciliation process.

The place provided accommodation for the Chief Secretary’s Department from 1912 to 1970/1971 and for
various Chief Secretaries including the Hon. John Michael Drew, MLC, and Undersecretary Hubert Charles
Trethowan.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is highly valued by the community as illustrated by its classification by the National Trust which also
negotiated for its retention in the 1980s when the remainder of the site was cleared for development.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine example of the work of Chief Architect Hillson Beasley with its high design quality exhibited in
its planning, the design of the fagade of the building featuring Donnybrook stone, large windows and finely
detailed iron balustrading and internal detailing including ornate moulded ceilings, clear leadlights and fine
timber details including the staircase and an Arts and Crafts style fireplace surround.

The place is a major component of the streetscape by virtue of its fine detailing and the distinctive Donnybrook
stone facade.
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The place was constructed by builder S. B. Alexander, who was also the proprietor of the Donnybrook
Freestone quarries.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place was associated with, and occupied by, a number of State Government departments dating from its
construction in 1912 until 1992, including in particular the Public Health and Medical Department; the Chief
Secretary’s Department; and the Department of Aborigines and Fisheries and as such represents the
administration of the State Government from 1912 to the 1990s.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Very Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with detail
intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

COP File P1705035 Conservation Report;

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

COP Heritage Places File 1.49/57;

HCWA Assessment April 2001;

Public Health and Medical Department (fmr) Conservation Plan Heritage and Conservation Professionals
December 1999 COP Corporate Library;

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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