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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Salvation Army Headquarters & Congress Hall (fmr) 

Street Address 48-58 Pier Street, PERTH WA  6000 
“CONGRESS HALL”, UNIT 1-11/69 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000 

Location Description 48-54 Pier St & 69 Murray St Perth Lot 100 and Lots 1-22 SP29015 

Other Names Salvation Army Citadel; Salvation Army Peoples Palace 

Historical Street Address 48-58 Pier Street Perth; 48-54 Pier Street; 69 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2084 

COP Property Key 175268 

Property Titles Lot 5 P 1652, Lot 6 P 1652, Lot 7 P 1652, Lot 8 P 1652, Lot 9 P 1652, 
Lot 10 P 1652 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1899 (1899 - 1899) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Religious 

Present - General Use Residential 

Present - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Style 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

69 Murray Street - Two storey building, symmetrical elevation with bands of unpainted bricks and render. 
Arched double hung sash windows, formal central entrance flanked by columns. Parapet with decorative 
motif.48-58 Pier Street - Three storey building distinguished by tower with faceted oriel windows and battlement 
parapet. Facade embellished with tourelles, quioning and extensive stucco decoration. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Face 

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Salvation Army 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Salvation Army Congress Hall (fmr) at 69 Murray Street was designed by Staff Captain Percival Dale of the 
Salvation Army's main office in Melbourne and constructed in 1929/1930. It was built onto the front of the 
barracks building which was previously constructed at the rear of the property. The Salvation Army was 
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established in WA in 1891. Larger premises were needed, and the Salvation Army bought land on Pier Street in 
1898. In 1901 they bought the lot next to the Pier Street property in Murray Street. 
Prior to the construction of the building the Salvation Army used the house already on the property which was 
demolished for the Congress Hall. The hall was opened in March 1930. The building was used for administrative 
and community services. In 1991 the Salvation Army moved to Northbridge and the buildings were sold. The 
building was converted to residential use by architect Brian Klopper in 1993. 
Salvation Army Headquarters (fmr) building at 48 Pier Street was constructed in 1899 by the Salvation Army. 
The Salvation Army bought four shops adjacent to the headquarters building in 1918. The rear of the 
headquarters was converted to residential apartments and connected to the building on Murray Street in 1997. 
This building is also known as the Perth Fortress building which was opened in 1911. The People’s Palace was 
located in the upper floors of the shops and was designed to provide cheap accommodation for travellers. The 
Salvation Army also operated a soup kitchen from the building during the 1910s. The shopfronts were used as 
office space for the Salvation Army. During the 1930s some of the shops were leased to other tenants. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.22 Lodging people 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists 
4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.6 Worshipping 
8. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

Salvation Army Headquarters (fmr) and Salvation Army Congress Hall (fmr) are conspicuous Perth landmarks 
and are fine examples of the Federation Free style and the Inter-War Georgian style respectively. 
The place is an important collection of civic and institutional historic buildings in the Murray Street. 
Salvation Army Headquarters (fmr) is an important part of a precinct of late nineteenth century buildings in Pier 
Street between Hay and Murray Streets. 
The place was constructed by and for the Salvation Army in Western Australia, which has provided important 
religious and welfare services to the community of Western Australia since 1891. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

Salvation Army Headquarters (fmr) and Salvation Army Congress Hall (fmr) are conspicuous Perth landmarks 
and are fine examples of the Federation Free style and the Inter-War Georgian style respectively the place is an 
important collection of civic and institutional historic buildings in the Murray Street East Precinct; 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

Salvation Army Headquarters (fmr) is an important part of a precinct of late nineteenth century buildings in Pier 
Street between Hay and Murray Streets. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place was constructed by and for the Salvation Army in Western Australia, which has provided important 
religious and welfare services to the community of Western Australia since 1891 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

Salvation Army Headquarters and Congress Hall (fmr), comprising the Salvation Army Headquarters, a three 
and four-storey Flemish bond brick and stucco building, in the Federation Free Style (1899); a two storey 
Barracks building constructed in brick in a utilitarian style (1899-1900); People’s Palace, a two storey building 
constructed in stretcher bond brickwork, with stucco detailing in the Federation Free style (1903); and, Salvation 
Army Congress Hall (fmr), a two storey building constructed in brick with stucco decorative work in the Inter-War 
Georgian Revival style (1929/30), has cultural heritage significance. The adaptive reuse work to the Murray 
Street buildings is of little significance, together with the external fabric added to the building to create the new 
uses. The suspended ceilings, carpets, partitions, lighting, replacement stair toilet and bathroom fittings are of 
little significance throughout. Replacement joinery, shop fronts, signage, canvas awnings and the like are of little 
significance. 
 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Excellent  

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

State Register Entry documentation P2084;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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