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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS
Place Name Perth Government Stores (fmr)
Street Address "WA GOVERNMENT STORES", 70-74 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description
Other Names WA Government Stores Building
Historical Street Address 70-74 Murray Street
Historical Perth Town Lot
Place ID 2056
COP Property Key 175237
Property Titles Lot 790 P 187357 RESV30365 C Class
PLACE DETAILS
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/01/2006
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1911 (1909 - 1913)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Governmental

Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Governmental
Present - Specific Use Health
Integrity - Summary Medium
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Warehouse

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey government building with sandstone facing to ground floor and brickwork above. Simple classical
detailing to facade and stonework of parapet and pediments.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone - Donnybrook

Roof Material Metal - Colourbond

Architect Hillson Beasley or W B Hardwick; W A Atkins
Builder Hillson Beasley or W B Hardwick; W A Atkins

Other Associations

HISTORY

Public building constructed in 1910 as a part of the period of expansion following the gold boom of the 1890's
when the development of Perth was characterised by an extensive program of Public Works. The design was
drawn up by Hillson Beasley in the Public Works Department. The building was to store supplies for State
government departments such as stationary, bulk store, sample rooms, the tender board, general offices and a
strong room. The building contract was awarded to W.A. Atkins for £14,478. The building was completed in
1911 and included a lift for large goods. In 1919 the building was altered internally to accommodate storage for
Education Department supplies and a classroom for correspondence school. Staff from the Department of Mines
were also accommodated in the building. Further changes were made in the 1940s to accommodate stores from
the hospital. In 1985 the Communicable Diseases Control Centre was located in the building, with alterations to
suit this new purpose. It has continued to be used for health purposes.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy

. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts

. Occupations - 309 Technology & technological change

. Occupations - 310 Manufacturing & processing

. Social & Civic Activities - 401 Government and politics

. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom

. Outside influences - 505 Markets

. People - 604 Innovators

. People - 605 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.5 Promoting settlement

. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies

. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14.2 Using Australian materials in construction
. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26.1 Providing medical and dental services

. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia

. Developing Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is an integral and significant part of the historic Murray Street precinct that stretches from Pier Street
in the west to Victoria Square in the east, comprising mainly civic, government, and institutional buildings
predominantly from the Federation period.

The place is a fine example of a two-storey brick and Donnybrook sandstone building in the Federation Free
Classical style, which makes a strong visual contribution to its streetscape setting.

The place one of the many fine buildings designed by the Public Works Department under the direction of
Hillson Beasley, its chief architect, and built by William Atkins, a well-known West Australian builder.

The place was one of a number of significant public buildings built by the government between 1900 and 1914,
a period of considerable activity in public works in Western Australia.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

|
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The place was one of a number of significant public buildings built by the government between 1900 and 1914,
a period of considerable activity in public works in Western Australia.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is an integral and significant part of the historic Murray Street precinct that stretches from Pier Street
in the west to Victoria Square in the east, comprising mainly civic, government, and institutional buildings

predominantly from the Federation period.
The place is a fine example of a two-storey brick and Donnybrook sandstone building in the Federation Free

Classical style, which makes a strong visual contribution to its streetscape setting.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place one of the many fine buildings designed by the Public Works Department under the direction of
Hillson Beasley, its chief architect, and built by William Atkins, a well-known West Australian builder.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

COP Heritage Places File 1.52/74;

On Building Facade;

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;

Register of Heritage Places — Assessment Documentation Perth Government Stores (fmr), 2006

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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