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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Government Printing Office (fmr)
Street Address 78 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description
Other Names
Historical Street Address 78 Murray Street; 76 Murray Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 3470
COP Property Key 175233
Property Titles Lot 82 D 89500

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year 1907 (1905 - 1909)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Governmental

Original - Specific Use

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution

Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘
Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Large four storey pointed brick building with horizontal bands of render. Levels are differentiated by different
window details. The facade is broken by cured bays with cupolas. Prominent classical cornice and large arch
are located over the main entry.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed

Walls 2 Material Timber

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect George Temple Poole; R P & W H Vincent; W B Hardwich
Builder George Temple Poole; R P & W H Vincent; W B Hardwich

Other Associations

HISTORY

The building was constructed between 1892 and 1894 for the Government Printing Office which was responsible
for printing Parliamentary papers, The Government Gazette, office stationary for government departments and
publishing professional papers by the Government Geologist and other officers. Due to the development of
Government services and population increase as a result of the Gold Boom more office space was required for
staff. A new building was designed for the property to accommodate the staff required.

The building was designed by George Temple Poole who was the Colonial Architect at the time. The building
was designed with an innovative ventilation system which allowed air into all the rooms and floors. In 1907
further extensions were required to accommodate more Government services. The design for the extensions
was drawn by Hillson Beasley Chief Architect of the Public Works Department. The Government Printers moved
location in the late 1960s and the building was sold to Telecom (Telstra). The building was used as a
telecommunications museum in the 1980s. Part of the building is used by Curtin University as the Graduate
School of Business.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict)
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy

. Transport & communications - 208 Newspapers & publications

. Transport & communications - 209 Technology & technological change

. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts

. Occupations - 309 Technology & technological change

. Occupations - 310 Manufacturing & processing

. Social & Civic Activities - 401 Government and politics

. Social & Civic Activities - 408 Institutions

. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom

. People - 604 Innovators

. People - 605 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.7 Establishing communications

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.20 Informing West (Australians)

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.20.1 Making, printing & distributing
government publications

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

5. Workers - 5.1. 2 Coping with dangerous jobs & workplaces

7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Western (Australia)

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has a pleasing architectural composition and complex fenestration and, together with the creative
design of an interesting corner tower, makes an important contribution to the historical and aesthetic character
of the western end of Murray Street.

The place is an example of a late 1890s government building constructed, and subsequently substantially
modified, by the Public Works Department to house an expanding Government Department.

The place has a strong association with the architects George Temple Poole, Hillson Beasley and William
Hardwick.

The place demonstrates aspects of the growth and development of the Government Public Service from 1894
to 1922, and of the State in general.

The place contributes to the fabric of Perth as an element surviving from a former phase of development.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

OO WWWNNERLPE

The place is an example of a late 1890s government building constructed, and subsequently substantially
modified, by the Public Works Department to house an expanding Government Department.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is an example of a late 1890s government building constructed, and subsequently substantially
modified, by the Public Works Department to house an expanding Government Department.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has a pleasing architectural composition and complex fenestration and, together with the creative
design of an interesting corner tower, makes an important contribution to the historical and aesthetic character
of the western end of Murray Street.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has a strong association with the architects George Temple Poole, Hillson Beasley and William
Hardwick.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 95 by Hare, T;

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

COP Heritage Places File 1.52/76;

Q 709.941 1988 ESS Essays on Art and Architecture in W. A. (1988) pp 79-80;
Q 720.994 AUS Historic Places of Australia, (1978) pp 176-181;
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Thesis 1990 U. W. A New Architecture of the Gold Boom in W. A. Government Buildings under the direction of
G .T. Poole 1885-1897. PP 180-181 by Van Bremen, Ingrid H;
Visual Assessment;

Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Government Printing Office, 1996

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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