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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Boladeras Building

Street Address 122-126 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description Lot 2 P 4420, Lot 3 P 4420, Lot 4 P 4420

Other Names

Historical Street Address 122-126 Murray Street; Also 124-130 Murray Street
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2059

COP Property Key 177120

Property Titles Lot 2 P 4420, Lot 3 P 4420, Lot 4 P 4420

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001

Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009)
Contributory

No

No

1898 (1898 - 1898)
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey commercial building with combination of arched and rectangular windows at first floor level
surrounded by prominent mouldings. Front parapet and pediment conceal the roof. At ground floor level shop
fronts have been altered. Awning not original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect J. J. Talbot Hobbs
Builder

Other Associations Ygnatius Boladeras

HISTORY

Until the 1880s the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890s
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that many of the residential buildings located in the
inner city were replaced with commercial buildings during this time, and the centre of Perth was substantially
rebuilt. Murray Street was established along with St. Georges Terrace and Hay Street as one of the main streets
of Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829 when the Perth Town Lots were surveyed and planned out.

Post Office directories show that Y. Boladeras was a dealer situated at 23, 25 and 27 Goderich Street from
1893. The numbering changed from odd to even numbers after 1897, and also confusingly, from 130-134 in
1898; to No. 126-130 in 1902; and then again to N0s.124-126 in 1908, which is the current numbering for this
building. The year of construction is on the building’s fagade: 1898, as is ‘Boladeras Buildings.” While Boladeras
had been trading for many years, the increased business due to the gold boom and general economic prosperity
of this time would most likely have enabled him to commission a building. Newspapers show that in March 1898
the architect, J. Talbot Hobbs F.R.V.I.A. called for contractors to tenders for the building of four shops and
dwelling houses in Murray Street, for Ygnatius Boladeras.
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The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians records that Ignatius [sic] Boladeras (born 1826 in
Barcelona) was a monk who migrated from Spain in 1849 with the Benedictine party that eventually settled in
New Norcia. He left the order and entered commercial life and became very successful in business. In 1859, he
married an Irish migrant, Mary Flynn and they had twelve children. Boladeras was a general dealer in Perth from
the 1860s. He died in Perth in 1902 and is buried in the Roman Catholic section of East Perth Cemetery. His
wife Mary died in 1918.

In 1903 the building was occupied by the Perth United Friendly Societies Dispensary, Mrs Darcy’s ‘fancy
emporium’ and Smedley’s Hydropathic and Russo Turkish Baths. The shops have had numerous and varied
tenants over the years. The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1943) shows there were four shopfronts,
120-122, 124 and 126 in the Boladeras Building. In 1949, the last publication of the post office directory the
tenants were Cliff Derby, tobacconist (122); Shanghai Café, restaurant (124); and Matt Cohen, pawnbroker
(126).

At 2022 the two storey commercial building has a combination of arched and rectangular windows at first floor
level surrounded by prominent mouldings. This suggests the easternmost shop was built slightly later than the
others, as it has different window heads. The front parapet and pediment conceal the roof. At ground floor level
there are three separate shops with altered frontages and the awning is not original.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres
4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898, designed by J.J.
Talbot Hobbs.

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape.

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

The building is associated with Ygnatius Boladeras, a former Benedictine monk who was successful in business
before the gold boom.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has significance as designed by J.J. Talbot Hobbs. The building is associated with Ygnatius
Boladeras, a former Benedictine monk who was successful in business before the gold boom.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium. Has lost original detail at ground floor level but intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/25 State Records Office of WA);

Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians: http://www.friendsofbattyelibrary.org.au/the-bicentennial-
dictionary-of-western-australians.html;

Births, Deaths, Marriages: https://bdm.justice.wa.gov.au/_apps/pioneersindex/default.aspx;

The West Australian, 23 March 1898: 7, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3198032;

Western Mail, 15 March 1902: 17, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37798715;

East Perth Cemeteries: https://www.eastperthcemeteries.com.au/explore/burial-search/burialsite/127355.html.
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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