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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Donegal Building

Street Address 138-140 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description Lot 12 P 1460, Lot 13 P 1460, Lot 10 P 1460, Lot 11 P 1460
Other Names

Historical Street Address 138-140 Murray Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 16455

COP Property Key 175201

Property Titles Lot 12 P 1460, Lot 13 P 1460, Lot 10 P 1460, Lot 11 P 1460

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001

Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009)
Contributory

No

No

1898 (1898 - 1898)
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey commercial building with decorative pediment. Embellished with classical pilasters and prominent
arched cornice. Loss of original detail to ground floor level and to central window openings on first floor. Awning
is not original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations Sam Rifici (hair stylist)

HISTORY

Until the 1880s the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890s
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that many of the residential buildings located in the
inner city were replaced with commercial buildings during this time, and the centre of Perth was substantially
rebuilt. Murray Street was established along with St. Georges Terrace and Hay Street as one of the main streets
of Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829 when the Perth Town Lots were surveyed and planned out.

Post Office directories show that there were two businesses on this location from 1898 and allocated street Nos.
142 and 144. In 1902 they were George W. Lean, saw sharpener, and J. G. Sara, bulk store. Numbering
changed to No. 138 and 142 in 1908. The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1943) shows a two-storey
building with basement, and a series of brick or galvanised iron outbuildings behind. A photo held by the State
Library of WA dated 1982 shows the building was occupied by Sam Rifici hair salon.

According to the Sam Rifici website, he established his first men’s hairdressing business in Lake Street,
Northbridge in January 1946 and opened a second salon in Wembley in 1950. His first ladies' salon was
established in Hay Street, Perth in 1958. In 1959, Sam opened another ladies' hairdressing salon in Murray
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Street, the largest salon in Perth. From his humble beginnings he went on to establish a network of 23 salons
throughout the Perth metropolitan area, Kalgoorlie and Singapore.

At 2022 the building is occupied by professional offices on the first floor, and a café on the ground floor. Itis a
two-storey commercial building with a decorative pediment, embellished with classical pilasters and prominent
arched cornice. The ground floor has no original detail or awnings, and the central window openings on the first
floor are also not original.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898.

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape.

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium. Has lost original detail at ground floor level and to window openings
on first floor.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Some/moderate — Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

Visual Assessment; Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/25 State Records Office of WA);
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth;

State Library of WA photos 311788PD;

Sam Rifici website: http://www.samrifici.com.au/about.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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