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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name McDonald Building

Street Address 142-150 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000
112 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000
114 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000
116 Barrack Street, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description includes 112, 114 & 116 Barrack Street
Lot 1 P 1460, Lot 2 P 1460, Lot 3 P 1460, Lot 4 P 1460.

Other Names Snigg's Corner; Adult Shop; Club X; Wonton House
Historical Street Address 142-150 Murray Street,112-116 Barrack Street
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 5702

COP Property Key 175199

Property Titles Lot 1 P 1460

Place Type Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area Barrack Street (Adopted 05/08/2009)
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution Contributory

State Heritage Register No

Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1898 (1898 - 1898)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Commercial/Residential
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single)
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

142-150 Murray Street - Two storey commercial building with decorative parapet and pediments. Facades
characterised by articulated windows with arched openings, pilasters and extensive use of decorative stucco
work. Building addresses the corner. Loss of original detail at street level. Awning not original.

114 Barrack Street -Two storey commercial building with large arched windows. Street facade distinguished by
pilasters, tourelles and florid motifs. Shop front modified with modern shop fittings. Awning not original. Part of
the adjacent McDonald Building.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material Brick - Painted

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder R. E. Dixon

Other Associations John McDonald

Until the 1880s the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890s
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that many of the residential buildings located in the
inner city were replaced with commercial buildings during this time, and the centre of Perth was substantially
rebuilt. Murray Street was established along with St. Georges Terrace and Hay Street as one of the main streets
of Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829 when the Perth Town Lots were surveyed and planned out.
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The McDonald Building was built in 1898. The building contractor for the construction was Mr. R. E. Dixon, for
Mr. J. E. McDonald. An article in the newspaper during the construction phase reported that a workplace
accident had occurred when scaffolding collapsed and the plasterer, Thomas Baker, fell 30ft into the basement.
He sustained a head injury, broken ribs and internal injuries.

A business in the basement opened in October 1898, the Spa Wine and Billiard Rooms, which had “two of
Alcock’s best tables, and lighted throughout by Messrs. H. Evans and Co, of Perth, with electricity”. In the 1899
post office directory, the tenants of the new building were: Hang War, laundry; Jordan Henry, tailor; Tredrea
Wine Café; and on the first floor: Mueller Botanic Society, J. E. McDonald; C. Vernon Harcourt, artist; Bolgers
Club; Edmund Buzza, accountant; Benda Lucien, importer; John Dallen, com agent; Thomas Walker, teacher of
elocution; and the Accountants’ and Clerks’ Association. In September 1900, an article in the newspaper reads:
“Mr. McDonald is well-known in Perth where he owns considerable property. In 1895 he was associated with Mr.
L. R. Menzie, when they discovered the goldfields town bearing the latter's name. Mr. McDonald came to
Western Australia, about ten years ago, and he obtained an appointment as teacher in one of the Government
schools. He soon gave up teaching, however, and with Mr. Menzie began prospecting on the Murchison. They
took over the management of the Star of the East mine, and when that property was acquired by an English
company, the pair returned to Perth to equip a prospecting party to explore the country to the north of
Coolgardie. It was soon afterwards that they came across the now well-known Menzies district. After that Mr.
McDonald continued the prospecting trip without Mr. Menzie, and later returned to Perth, where he resolved to
settle. Three years ago Mr. McDonald erected the buildings at the corner of Barrack and Murray streets, which
bear his name.”

Tragically, this article was in relation to reports that McDonald had disappeared from his Donnybrook property,
feared drowned in the Preston River in September 1900. It was to be another three months before his body was
found, and the report included a lengthy obituary of this life.

In c. 1910s-1920s the corner store was James Joseph Snigg, Clothier, known colloquially as ‘Snigg’s Corner.’
The State Library holds two photos from that era, showing the building as unpainted brick, with a wrap-around
verandah with timber posts, and a cast iron frieze (025578PD; 108984PD).The Metropolitan Water Supply
Survey plan (1943) shows Nos. 142-144 Murray Street are long, narrow spaces. There is a central entry and
stairs to the upper floor, which is referred to as No. 146. There are two more shops at Nos. 148 and 150, which
are square in plan. Around the corner on Barrack Street four more shops, Nos. 104-110, were not listed as part
of the McDonald Building at first. In 1924, building approval was gained to undertake alterations to shopfronts on
the corner of the building. This may have been when the parapet was continued around the corner to unite the
corner tenancies into the 1898 building (more research required). By 1926, McDonald Chambers at 146 Murray
Street referred to the upper floor tenants, and later the Barrack Street shops were called McDonald Building,
104 Barrack Street, all considered part of the one complex. At 2022 the McDonald Building comprises of a
variety of ground floor shopfronts. The fagade of decorative parapet and pediments wraps around the corner,
distinguished by articulated windows with arched openings pilasters, tourelles and florid motifs, and extensive
use of decorative stucco work.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
centres

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898.
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It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape and is a landmark on the corner of Murray and Barrack Streets.

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as a two-storey commercial building dating from 1898.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place is a representative example of a commercial building constructed in Perth during the period of
development and consolidation following the gold boom.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

It has aesthetic significance as a Federation Free style building that makes a positive contribution to the visual
quality of the streetscape and is a landmark on the corner of Murray and Barrack Streets.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity High. Has lost original detail at ground floor level but intact above.
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CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/25 State Records Office of WA);
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth;

State Library of Western Australia photos 025578PD; 108984PD; 311787PD; 371004D;
The West Australian, 3 March 1898: 7, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3196353 ;

The West Australian, 27 Oct 1898, p. 4, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3208996;

The Inquirer and Commercial News, 28 Sept 1900, p. 6, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article67063397;
The West Australian, 19 Dec 1900, p. 5, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23850183;
Sunday Times, 1 June, 1924, p. 8, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58068239.

Battye Library 3230B/10;

Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street (East) Conservation Plan 1997;

Building Style

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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