GITY OF - PERTH

Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Raine Square - Wentworth Plaza Hotel

Street Address "RAINE SQUARE", 300 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names Wentworth Plaza Hotel

Historical Street Address 300 Murray Street; 298-306 Murray Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2067

COP Property Key 175082

Property Titles Lot 350 DP 54698

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001

9/01/2004

No

01/11/2016 TRIM ID 310518/19 Original

Heritage ID-2067 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 1 of 6



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Original Construction Year 1928 (1928 - 1928)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial
Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn
Present - General Use Commercial
Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Three storey commercial building with shops at ground floor level. Simple classical detailing to facade which is
divided into bays by pilasters. Arched openings to facade are a feature of the building. Decorative parapet
concealing the roof. Considerable alteration to the building at ground level. Awning may be original.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material

Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The 1920's in Perth was characterised by economic prosperity and expansion. There was considerable
migration from Britain and Europe encouraged by government sponsored settlement programmes. In the city
this was a period of consolidation. There was continued commercial development including the construction of
arcades, hotels and commercial buildings. The Wentworth Hotel was constructed in 1928 and replaced buildings
including a hotel and shops. Mary Thomas purchased the hotel which was located on the property as well as
overseeing the rebuilding of the new hotel. Alterations were made to the building in 1936. Mary ran the hotel
with her husband Arnold Raine, who died in 1957, until her death in 1960.The hotel was a popular venue for
functions and during World War Two was used for shore leave for the United States Navy submarine crews.
Further alterations were made in the 1960s

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression & boom
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3. Occupations - 308 Commercial & service industries
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.12.5 Retailing food and beverages

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.22 Lodging people

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists

4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts
4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a fine example of a commercial building in the Federation Free Classical style, with a stuccoed
facade featuring a parapet and classical mouldings.

The place is sited on a prominent corner location along a major thoroughfare in the city. It has significance for
its landmark quality.

The place is a component of a commercial block which forms a landmark northern entry to the central business
district of Western Australia’s capital city.

The place provides evidence of a period of growth following World War One, which occurred throughout
Western Australia as a result of the expansion of the agricultural industry.

The place has associations with Mrs Raine who owned and ran the Hotel Wentworth and whose charitable
bequest established the University of Western Australia’s Raine Medical Research Foundation and
subsequently Raine Square.

It was the business centre for Mary ‘Ma’ Thomas (later Raine), who owned it and many other properties and ran
the hotel from its construction in 1928 until her death in 1960.

The place is associated with a number of architects who designed many prominent buildings in the central Perth
Area, including Henry Trigg; William Garnsworthy Bennett; and Hobbs Smith and Forbes.

The place represents the transformation of the city during the Inter-War period when it was built to replace the
older Gordon’s Café and Hotel on the site.

The place was particularly popular for social functions during the Inter-War years and went on to provide the
shore accommodation for the United States Navy submarine crews during the Second World War.

The place is representative of the consolidation of Perth from a town into a city and the place has been in
continual retail and commercial use since construction.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place provides evidence of a period of growth following World War One, which occurred throughout
Western Australia as a result of the expansion of the agricultural industry.

It was the business centre for Mary ‘Ma’ Thomas (later Raine), who owned it and many other properties and ran
the hotel from its construction in 1928 until her death in 1960.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The place represents the transformation of the city during the Inter-War period when it was built to replace the
older Gordon’s Café and Hotel on the site.
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The place is representative of the consolidation of Perth from a town into a city and the place has been in
continual retail and commercial use since construction.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place was particularly popular for social functions during the Inter-War years and went on to provide the
shore accommodation for the United States Navy submarine crews during the Second World War.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine example of a commercial building in the Federation Free Classical style, with a stuccoed
facade featuring a parapet and classical mouldings.
The place is sited on a prominent corner location along a major thoroughfare in the city. It has significance for its

landmark quality.
The place is a component of a commercial block which forms a landmark northern entry to the central business

district of Western Australia’s capital city.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has associations with Mrs Raine who owned and ran the Hotel Wentworth and whose charitable
bequest established the University of Western Australia’s Raine Medical Research Foundation and
subsequently Raine Square.

The place is associated with a number of architects who designed many prominent buildings in the central Perth
Area, including Henry Trigg; William Garnsworthy Bennett; and Hobbs Smith and Forbes.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Very Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level
but intact above.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES
On Building Facade;

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001,
Conservation Plan - Murray 300 - Raine Square - Royal Hotel - Wentworth Plaza Hotel, TPG, 2016

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date
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Last modified Date
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