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Place Name Murray Mews

Street Address "MURRAY MEWS", 325-331 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names Harrison Ramsay & Co.; Shaloon House

Historical Street Address 325-331 Murray Street; 329-331 Murray Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 4316

COP Property Key 175043

Property Titles Lot 45 DP 26461

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year

Additional Construction Year (1)

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001

20/12/1985

King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009)
Contributory

No

No

1898; 1931 (1896 - 1900)
1931 - 1931
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Commercial

Original - Specific Use Warehouse

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Shopping Complex
Integrity - Summary High

Architectural Style 1 Specific Functionalist

Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 2 Specific Warehouse
Archaeology

Physical Description

An arcade of shops, offices, restaurants and residential use. Originally warehouse dating from the late
nineteenth century clustered around a back alleyway. The building facing Murray Street dates from the 1920's to
1930's and features ribbed windows and horizontal emphasis. Has been altered. Extensive refurbishment in the
1970's and subsequently.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Common

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Two shops, built around 1900, were located on Murray Street and two factories were located at the rear. The
shops had various tenants including a tobacconist, tailor, and boot factory, printers and clothier located in the
buildings located at the rear. From 1920 to 1930 the State Implements Works which manufactured agricultural
machinery under the control of the Department of Agriculture. It was later known as the State Engineering
Works. In 1931 some of the buildings were modernised. The lane between the buildings deteriorated into a
dingy carpark area. The buildings were renovated in 1977 and the buildings were converted for shops, gallery
and restaurant. The lane which was used for vehicles was converted to a pedestrian walkway. The conversion
won an architectural award for architect R. J. Ferguson.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 302 Rural industry and market gardening
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Developing Perth's (Australia’s)
manufacturing capacity

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of aesthetic significance as a group of warehouse buildings grouped around a back lane. It is a rare
example of an industrial precinct which features the backs of buildings rather than commercial street facades.
The space between is significant both aesthetically and historically representing the past industrial history of the
western end of the city.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The space between is significant both aesthetically and historically representing the past industrial history of the
western end of the city.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

It is a rare example of an industrial precinct which features the backs of buildings rather than commercial street
facades.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is of aesthetic significance as a group of warehouse buildings grouped around a back lane.
The space between is significant both aesthetically and historically representing the past industrial history of the
western end of the city.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as various alterations to adapt the buildings to
new uses.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

COP Heritage Places File 1.16/331;
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;
Register of Heritage Place- Below Threshold Murray Mews, 2013

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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