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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name No. 2 Electricity Substation 

Street Address 333 Murray Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Murray Street Electric Light Substation; State Electricity Commission 
Sub Station; 

Historical Street Address 333 Murray Street; 325 Murray Street, 333-337 Murray Street. 325-
331 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2072 

COP Property Key 202316 

Property Titles Lot 351 DP 301726 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area King Street (Adopted 12/05/2009) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1914 (1914 - 1914) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Power Station 

Present - General Use  

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Warehouse 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Single storey substation with rectangular facade details emphasised by section over the entrance. Extensive 
use of stucco decoration. Arched doorway to street. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The substation was constructed in 1914 to supply electricity to part of the City of Perth. The substation was part 
of the network of substations which linked the power meters and cables around Perth. The first electricity in 
Perth was generated by the Western Australian Electric Light and Power Company in 1888. In 1893 the Perth 
Gas Company became the main supplier after distributing gas for 10 years. The Perth City Council bought Perth 
Gas Company in 1911, however the State Government purchased the Perth Electric Tramways Ltd, the other 
major producer of electricity and proposed to enter an agreement to establish a central power station. Part of the 
agreement was that the Government would supply a main cable ring which had high-tension switchgear and 
meter panel points at substations on the main cable ring. 
In 1925 some alterations were made to the building. In 1946 the State Electricity Commission was established to 
provide electricity to the State. It purchased the Electricity and Gas Company from the City of Perth in 1948 The 
building was decommissioned in the 1980s. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 108 Government policy 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
3. Occupations - 310 Manufacturing and processing 
4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 
5. Outside influences - 507 Water, power, major transport routes 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.13 Developing an Australian manufacturing capacity 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.14 Developing and engineering and construction 
industry 
4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.1 Planning urban settlements 
4. Building Settlements, Towns and Cities - 4.2 Supplying urban services (power) 
7. Governing - 7.6 Administering Australia 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place was one of four electricity substations constructed by Perth City Council to operate in conjunction 
with the State Government’s East Perth Power Station from 1916, the first centralised electricity supply in Perth, 
and continued to operate as an electricity substation into the twenty-first century. 
The place is a good example of a utilitarian building designed in the Federation Free Classical style to fit within 
a city streetscape, an approach to constructing and siting industrial buildings that is no longer practised. 
The place is a good representative example of electricity substations constructed in the early twentieth century, 
particularly those associated with the East Perth Power Station. 
The J & E Ledger cast iron spiral staircase is a good example of decorative ironwork for an industrial purpose. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was one of four electricity substations constructed by Perth City Council to operate in conjunction with 
the State Government’s East Perth Power Station from 1916, the first centralised electricity supply in Perth, and 
continued to operate as an electricity substation into the twenty-first century. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a good representative example of electricity substations constructed in the early twentieth century, 
particularly those associated with the East Perth Power Station. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a good example of a utilitarian building designed in the Federation Free Classical style to fit within a 
city streetscape, an approach to constructing and siting industrial buildings that is no longer practised. 
The J & E Ledger cast iron spiral staircase is a good example of decorative ironwork for an industrial purpose. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed but 
some alterations to windows. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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COP Heritage Places File 1.16/333;  
On Building Façade;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places No. 2 Substation, Murray Street, 2013 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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