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Place Name Wentworth Motors (fmr)

Street Address "SOUTHMARK HOUSE", 410-414 Murray Street, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description Lot 15 D 84186

Other Names Southmark House

Historical Street Address 410-414 Murray Street' 414-416 Murray Street; 410 Murray Street
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 16558

COP Property Key 177108

Property Titles Lot 15 D 84186

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1933 (1933 - 1933)

Additional Construction Year (1)

Heritage ID-16558 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 1of 6



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - Specific Use Warehouse

Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (¢.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Commercial building with alterations at ground floor level intact at first floor level. Parapet with simple
functionalist detailing.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect Oldham, Boas and Ednie Brown
Builder Missen and Mills

Other Associations Winterbottom Motor Co

HISTORY

Until the 1880s the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890s
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that many of the residential buildings located in the
inner city were replaced with commercial buildings during this time, and the centre of Perth was substantially
rebuilt. Murray Street was established along with St. Georges Terrace and Hay Street as one of the main streets
of Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829 when the Perth Town Lots were surveyed and planned out. In the
early 1900s this area had residences, including a significant Chinese population and their businesses.

In 1912 new buildings at No. 410, the Perth Telephone Exchange, and Daniel White and Co, coach builders
(No. 414) replaced these. In 1920 White and Co was sharing the location with Sedgewick Ltd, oil and colour
merchants. It eventually became Clarkson Ltd, successors to Sedgewick Ltd with Charles Harper, manager.

On 10 April 1932 a disastrous fire at No. 414 Murray Street completely destroyed the building. The lane between
the building and the Telephone Exchange was the only thing to save the exchange from burning, or services
being interrupted. The lot was eventually sold at auction in September 1933 by Mrs. J. Sedgewick, to the
Winterbottom Motor Company. It was reported that the basement and foundations of the original building
remained.

In October 1933 Missen and Mills's tender of £4,374 was accepted for the erection of a new building, comprising
two storeys and a basement. The architects were Oldham, Boas and Ednie Brown. In January 1934 the
newspaper reported: Wentworth Motors Limited, sole W.A. distributors for Chrysler and Plymouth cars and
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Fargo trucks, announce that they are moving to their new premises at 414-416 Murray Street, next to Automatic
Telephone Exchange, on Tuesday next, 30th instant. The new building comprises two storeys and basement
and provides most up-to-date facilities for display distribution and servicing of the lines handled by the company.
A spacious new car showroom and office accommodation occupy the front portion of the ground floor, and at the
rear of the offices is a used car showroom. A wide right-of-way with a natural fall to the rear of the premises,
gives easy access to the basement level, which will be used for storage, spare parts and service. The
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1939) shows a long narrow building with a basement, separated by a
narrow laneway from the Telephone Exchange on the east. At the rear was a factory building. A photo held at
the State Library of WA dated 1950 shows the building at that time, with no awning, and a facade of unpainted
brick. The building was sold by auction in 1955 and was advertised in the ‘Sunday Times’ as a Warehouse and
Showrooms: “Brick building with corrugated asbestos roof containing: First Floor offices and showrooms; ground
floor and basement, containing approximately 15575 sq. ft . "The building was then occupied by H. Wilberforce
& Co., electrical goods; followed by Canberra Television Services. A photo held at the State Library of WA dated
1966 captions the building as ‘Airways House’ and shows the name in letters on the facade. Still later, the
building was the Perth Hobby Centre, and a photo undated, (c. 1990s) shows that the suspended metal awning
has been added.

In 2013 the place was fitted out as a Jazz Lounge, later called the Laneway Lounge. In December 2021 after a
refurbishment it opened as the Volstead Lounge, a Speakeasy style hidden bar that is accessible through a
hidden door. It is a venue operated by Matt Hatton, a local music promoter and director of Mad Hatter
Productions, who also operates a secret bar called ‘Convenients’ in another heritage building, a former house at
35 Lake Street.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Developing Perth's (Australian)
manufacturing industry

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wentworth Motors (fmr), 410-414 Murray Street has historical significance as a purpose-built warehouse and
showroom for the Winterbottom Motor Co in 1933. It has historical significance as a work of architects Oldham,
Boas and Ednie Brown. The place has aesthetic significance as an Inter-War Stripped Classical style
commercial building. It makes a positive contribution to the Murray Street streetscape. It is as a representative
example of a warehouse/showroom that has undergone a change of use.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historical significance as a purpose-built warehouse and showroom for the Winterbottom Motor
Coin 1933.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

It is as a representative example of a warehouse/showroom that has undergone a change of use.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance as an Inter-War Stripped Classical style commercial building. It makes a
positive contribution to the Murray Street streetscape.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

It has historical significance as a work of architects Oldham, Boas and Ednie Brown.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair to Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium. Not intact at ground level.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs (Landgate);

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/14; State Records Office of WA);
The Albany Advertiser, 11 April 1932, p. 1, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70218334;
The Daily News, 8 Dec 1932, p. 2, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article82878616 ;

The West Australian, 14 Oct 1933, p. 6, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article33331904;
Sunday Times, 28 Jan 1934, p. 8, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58713131;
Sunday Times, 4 Feb 1934, p. 8, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58713938;

Sunday Times, 30 Jan 1955, p. 42, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59700880;

State Library of Western Australia photos 221034PD, 341719PD, 371024PD;
Planning Alerts: https://www.planningalerts.org.au/;
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So Perth online, 14.12.21: https://soperth.com.au/perths-new-hidden-bar-your-first-look-at-the-volstead-lounge-
59487.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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