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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name W D & H O Wills Warehouse (fmr) 

Street Address "HOME APARTMENTS", Unit 1-75/474 Murray Street, PERTH WA  
6000 

Location Description Cnr Murray and Milligan Streets Lot 300 P053851, 1-76, SP54078 

Other Names Home Apartments Building; West End Studios 

Historical Street Address 474 Murray Street; 468 Murray Street; 470 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1330 

COP Property Key 189022 

Property Titles Lot 1-75 SP 54078 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings National Trust 

Heritage Agreement 27/07/2009 TRIM ID 110308/09 

Conservation Management Plan 01/03/2008 TRIM ID 33688/08 Draft Copy 1; 
01/03/2008 TRIM ID 35426/20 Draft Copy 2;  
01/08/2008 TRIM ID 9628/09 Original 

Original Construction Year 1927 (1927 - 1927) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Warehouse 

Present - General Use Residential 

Present - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Chicagoesque 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storey commercial, rendered brick building with reinforced concrete structure.  
The curved section to the corner addresses the street corner and features a decorative curved, projection 
awning above the ground floor entry doors. Flat piers extend the height of the building with simplified 
ornamentation to the piers and to the projecting cornice. Use of angular, fan shaped keystones along the 
parapet which conceals the roof.  The first and second floors have large areas of multi-paned double hung 
windows with decorative circular elements to the first floor windows. The ground floor windows have curved 
wrought iron security bars which are original.    
The building facade retains all original detail to the facade. 
 

 

 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect Oldham Boas & Ednie-Brown Architects 

Builder C. Ross 

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Until the 1880s the town centre was characterised by the establishment of small cottages, shops and small 
businesses and was rural in character. The expansion of commerce following the discovery of gold in the 1890s 
put pressure on land in the centre of Perth with the result that many of the residential buildings located in the 
inner city were replaced with commercial buildings during this time, and the centre of Perth was substantially 
rebuilt. Murray Street was established along with St. Georges Terrace and Hay Street as one of the main streets 
of Perth from the time of colonisation in 1829 when the Perth Town Lots were surveyed and planned out. 
Perth Town Lot V38 was originally owned by Annie Elise Poncy McNess in 1912. Evidence obtained from the 
Certificate of Title and Perth Rate Books suggests that the land locate on the northwest corner of Murray and 
Milligan Streets remained vacant until McNess sold to W. D. & H. O. Wills (Australia) Ltd. in 1922.The W.D & 
H.O Wills warehouse and office building was designed by Oldham Boas and Ednie-Brown Architects in 1926 
and constructed in 1926/27. The building showcased a number of new developments in structural techniques 
and material technology. It is noted for its use of mushroom shaped columns which transformed on the first-floor 
office quarters into elaborate classicised columns. The original plan of the building also featured a tennis court. 
The W. D. & H. O. Wills (Australia) Ltd. company name was first registered for use as a trading name in 
Australia in July 1901. W.D. & H.O. Wills warehouse on Murray Street was associated with the tobacco industry 
in Western Australia from 1927 to the 1960s.  
In 1967 the property was sold to Robert Frederick Hatfield and Robert Geoffrey Stanley as tenants in common. 
From 1967 the warehouse remained largely unoccupied. Since the 1980s numerous holding companies owned 
the building and at times leased the warehouse.  
In 2007-2008 the building was converted into apartments with the addition of three more stories, and 
consolidation of the two buildings adjacent (Nos. 474 and 476). Apartment developer, Match, won a Heritage 
Council Award in 2009 for Adaptive Reuse of Heritage Renewal Projects. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.5.3 Developing agricultural industries 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Developing Perth's (Australia's) 
manufacturing capacity 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.15 Developing economic links outside 
Australia 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is one of the very few extant examples illustrating the full range of features of the Interwar 
Chicagoesque style in Perth. 
The place contributes to the streetscape in its prominent position at the intersection Murray and Milligan Streets, 
with the rounded façade above the main entrance hinging the two facades and complementing the intersection 
of the streets. 
The place was one of two buildings in Perth to be configured with suspended concrete floor slabs and has rarity 
value in its innovative use of reinforced concrete and ‘mushroom’ columns to save building height by the 
elimination of beams. 
The  place  is  important  for  the  fine  articulation  of  the  Interwar Chicagoesque  facades  facing  Murray  
Street  and  Milligan  Street, expressed  in  the  balance  between  the  projecting  vertical  members  and the  
horizontal  bands  and  the  further  refinement  of  the  window  glazing squares  and  circles. 
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NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place was one of two buildings in Perth to be configured with suspended concrete floor slabs and has rarity 
value in its innovative use of reinforced concrete and ‘mushroom’ columns to save building height by the 
elimination of beams. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

W. D. & H. O. Wills Warehouse (fmr), is a three storey reinforced concrete, brick and steel structure in the 
Interwar Chicagoesque style. 
The place contributes to the streetscape in its prominent position at the intersection Murray and Milligan Streets, 
with the rounded façade above the main entrance hinging the two facades and complementing the intersection 
of the streets. 
The  place  is  important  for  the  fine  articulation  of  the  Interwar Chicagoesque  facades  facing  Murray  
Street  and  Milligan  Street, expressed  in  the  balance  between  the  projecting  vertical  members  and the  
horizontal  bands  and  the  further  refinement  of  the  window  glazing squares  and  circles. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Very Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact. 
 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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State Register Entry documentation P1330;  
Building &  Construction  Vol  1, No. 3,  2  June  1927,  p.  6;  
Visual Assessment;  
Aerial photographs, Landgate; Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
Match website https://www.itsamatch.com.au/about/;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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