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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name WACA Ground 

Street Address "WACA", 39 Nelson Crescent, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 508 

Other Names Western Australian Cricket Association: WACA Ground & Stands 

Historical Street Address 39 Nelson Crescent 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1734 

COP Property Key 177030 

Property Titles Lot 1507 DP 410829 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 31 August 2021 and effective from 6 May 2022 upon the 
gazettal of City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 
and Local Planning Scheme No. 26\ (Normalised 
Redevelopment Areas) Amendment No. 4 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings MRA2 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1889 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1980 

Additional Construction Year (2) 1984 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General Post-War (c.1940-1960) 

Architectural Style 2 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Structure on Hale Street dates 1930 and WACA Memorial Scoreboard 1934. The place consists of a collection 
of buildings arranged around the playing surface. Most of the structures post date in 1980’s. In 2015 the MRA 
approved a development application for the addition of a storage shed, shade structure, wash down facility and 
screen fencing on the site. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete - Reinforced  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Concrete - Reinforced 

Architect Messrs Powel and Cameron of Perth (1930) - Structure on Hale Street 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Along with the site of Gloucester Park it formed part of Perth Meadow.  Originally a swamp surrounded by 
saltbush the history acknowledges the site of Noongar places Matta Gerup (shin-deep) a shallow crossing point 
and Mardalup.  Various interpretations of Mardalup may stem from the Noongar term mardanginy (to hunt by 
moonlight) the bilya waters teeming with cobber-fish or possibly derive from the Noongar word for mouse 
‘mardoo’ which may have been present in the area.  (Reference : Gnarla Boodja Mili Mili- Our Country on 
Paper).   
The WACA Ground is the home of cricket in Western Australia but many other sports and events have been 
held at the ground since the first sports in 1891 including cycling, football, trotting (1913-1929), baseball, 
athletics to name only a few.   
In 1919 Major Norman Brearley D.S.O., M.C. (later Sire Norman Brearley) used the ground for exhibition flights, 
his passengers reportedly included the mayor of Perth and His Excellency the Governor.   
The ground was also used for patriotic purposes and in 1942 the Australian Women’s Army Service used for 
recruit training. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism 
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

8. Developing Perth's (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.1.1 Playing & watching organised sport 
8. Developing Perth's (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming Associations -  
8. Developing Perth's (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.5.4 Pursuing common leisure activities 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

An element of the early planning scheme and an important element of the townscape.  
The place has historic value with community sentiment and attachment to the site over a long period of time.  
It has value as a setting for sport and recreation.  
The place has historic and social value but the fabric has no aesthetic value. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

An element of the early planning scheme and an important element of the townscape. The place has historic 
value with community sentiment and attachment to the site over a long period of time. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

It has value as a setting for sport and recreation. The place has historic and social value but the fabric has no 
aesthetic value. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
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MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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